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TI TLE:

THE DUAL SUBSTANCE OF CHRI ST -
THE YEARNI NG SO HUVAN,
SO SUPERHUMAN, OF MAN TO ATTAIN GOD. .
HAS ALWAYS BEEN A DEEP
| NSCRUTABLE MYSTERY TO ME
MY PRI NCI PLE ANGUI SH AND SOURCE
OF ALL My JOYS AND SORROWS
FROM MY YOUTH ONWARD
HAS BEEN THE | NCESSANT,
MERCI LESS BATTLE BETWEEN
THE SPIRIT AND THE FLESH. .
AND MY SQUL | S THE ARENA
VWHERE THESE TWO ARM ES
HAVE CLASHED AND MET.
NI KOS KAZANTZAKI S

VO CE
This filmis not based
upon the Gospel s but upon
this fictional exploration
of the eternal spiritua
conflict.

EXT. NAZARETH - MORNI NG

From above: Flying close over a thick grove of olive
trees. MJUSIC fades into the sound of wngs beating
through the air. W hear (OVER) the voice of a young
man, thoughtful but strong.

JESUS (V.Q)
The feeling begins. It's a
l[ight tingling at first.
Ri ght on the top of ny
head. Very tender. Like a
caress. Soft w ngs
carrying nme to Paradi se.
Then the pain starts.

Now we see JESUS, the son of My, 28 years-old,
sl eepi ng under an olive tree. The m d-norning sun ( OVER-
EXPOSED) shines on his stubby face. He is dream ng.

JESUS (V.Q.)
It feels |like the bird has
grabbed ne from behi nd.
Just above the neck.
( MORE)
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JESUS (CONT' D, V.Q)
Tal ons slip underneath the
skin and work and cl aw
their way up the back of
nmy neck. Then the real
pai n begins. Each cl aw
digs into the soft matter
behind ny brain, and then
across the top of ny head
toward nmy eyes. Just
before they reach ny eyes,
t hey di g down. ..

Jesus wakens. He | ooks around.

JESUS (V.Q.)
And | renenber. | have to
make a cross.

Wile he is still speaking he reaches up to touch the
back of his head, where the pain started. He pulls his
fingers away. There is blood on them

CUT TO

| NT. CARPENTER S WORKSHOP - DAY

Jesus shapes a long piece of tinber with an adze. H's
patched tunic rests on the workbench. Walls are hung
with tools.

A nail -studded belt hangs from a hook above his head.
The belt is speckled with dried blood. Two drops of
fresh blood drip off the belt onto the ground.

JESUS (V.Q.)
At first | fasted for
t hree nont hs. Then
whi pped nyself before
sl eeping. At first it
wor ked, then the headaches
returned. | knowit's God.
O the devil. W can tel
them apart? They exchange
faces; God sonetines
beconmes all darkness, the
devil all light, and they
become confused in ny
m nd.
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Qutside, there are NO SES of a crowd gathering nearby.
Undi stracted, he finishes off the piece of tinber, which
has becone the crossbar of a cross. He places the
crossbar between two brackets on the wall, then puts
hi msel f hal fway between them and stretches out his arnms,
gaugi ng the proper proportion.

CUT TO
EXT. NAZARETH STREET - DAY

Narrow and crowded with citizens on their way to a
cruci fixion. A ROVAN SOLDIER watches them wth
professional disinterest. H's arnour is non-existent,
his uniformis certainly not splendid. He |ooks like a
sloppy traffic cop. PEOPLE cone from behind hi mand wal k
in front.

Over the soldier's left shoulder appears a man wth
blazing red hair and beard, noving with the crowd. He
wal ks cl ose behind the soldier for just a nonent. Very
professionally, he cuts his throat. The soldier falls to
the ground. The nman keeps wal king calmy and the canera
follows as, in the background, people start to notice
that a soldier has been stabbed.

A WOVAN screans. Two ot her MEMBERS of the crowd grab her
and silence her, while SEVERAL OTHERS drag the body off
into a hut.

The red-haired man keeps wal king. This is JUDAS.
CUT TO
EXT. NAZARETH CARPENTER S WORKSHOP - DAY

Jesus | ooks toward the door, alnpst as if he has felt
t he nurder.

JESUS (V.Q)
Who is it? Wwo are you?
Wy are you follow ng ne?

Judas enters, sees Jesus working on the cross.

JUDAS
Are you ready?

Jesus doesn't answer.

JUDAS
| said are you ready?
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He grabs him Jesus still doesn't answer. He keeps
wor ki ng.

JUDAS
You' re a disgrace.

Jesus smles at him

JESUS
"' mthe disgrace? Judas, |
see the bl ood on your
kni f e.

Judas lets go of him He takes the knife frominside his
cloak and renoves it from its scabbard. He w pes the
bl ood off the blade with a rag.

JUDAS
Come with us. Help us.
JESUS
Leave ne al one.
JUDAS
No. This tinme you won't

finish.
He grabs Jesus' hands and hol ds them

JUDAS
Li sten. Everything's
ready. We're going to save
the Zeal ot. He could be
the one we've been waiting
for. You can't just pray
for the Messiah. You've
got to help him You can't
expect God to do
everyt hing. He needs our
hel p too.

JESUS
He'll have to do it
wi t hout ne.

JUDAS
You m ght be killing the
Messi ah. This Zeal ot today
is not like all the
others. | feel it.
( MORE)
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JUDAS ( CONT' D)
He's different. Don't
finish the cross. Come
with us. Don't you want to
be part of it? You want
t he Romans to be here
forever?

JESUS
The Messiah has nothing to
do with the Romans.

JUDAS
Yes he does. How el se do
you expect to be free? If
this Zeal ot is the Messiah
and we don't save him
then he'll die and we'll
never know. But if we save
him the mracle m ght
happen.

JESUS
VWhat mracl e?

JUDAS
The sign, the signal. The
royal crown of David will
shine on his head.

JESUS
It can't be nuch of a
mracle if we have to

hel p.
JUDAS
You're not even ashaned.
JESUS
No.
JUDAS

Romans can't find
carpenters to make
crosses. Except for you.
You throw yourself into it
i ke a madman. Everybody
t hi nks you're crazy. But
not ne. | can see through
this act of yours.

( MORE)
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JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Fai nting, hearing voices,
havi ng vi sions. Everyone
t hi nks you' re a nmadman.
But | know what your are.
You're an eneny. You're
wor se than the Romans.
You're a Jew who's killing
Jews. And you're not
ashaned. You don't even
have any pri de.

JESUS
No, | don't have any
pride. | don't go to
Synagogue. | di sobey the
commandnents. | work on
t he Sabbat h. Your
Messi ahs? You find them
"1l crucify them

Judas hits Jesus across the nout h.

JUDAS

You're lucky you're a Jew.
JESUS

Wy ?
JUDAS

Anyone el se woul d have
been dead by now. You
think Zeal ots are
nmurderers? We're

pat hfinders, we're
patriots, and you're in

t he way.

JESUS
Then get nme out of the
way.

Judas and Jesus stare each ot her down.

JUDAS
Il will. In nmy time. Not
yours. When |'mtold.

JESUS
When did you ever need
perm ssion to kill
anybody?
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JUDAS
To kill a Roman, never. To
kill a Jew, we all have to

agree. W have nore
respect for Jews than you
do. The next tinme | see
you, you're dead.

CUT TO
EXT. CARPENTER S WORKSHCOP - DAY
A CENTURI ON pushes his way through a small crowd.
Jesus stands ready outside the workshop, the crossbar
resting against a wall. The crowd is taunting him w th
cries of "Crossmaker!, " "Traitor," " Cooperator, "
"Col | aborator,” but he ignores them
Sonmeone throws  sonething. A MAN in the crowd

deli berately jostles him roughly, trying to start a
fight. The Centurion breaks things up.

CENTURI ON
Leave him al one. You
ready?
(as Jesus nods)
Cone on.

Jesus buckles the nail-studded belt around his waist.
The Centurion helps Jesus heft the cross-beam to his
shoul ders. The Centurion |eads Jesus through a gauntl et
the cromd has fornmed fromthe village to the crucifixion
site on the edge of Nazareth. Ahead, six Roman soldiers
lead the protesting ZEALOT. Two nounted soldiers flank
the group. The Zealot's hands are tied behind him His
clothes are torn and bloody, his long hair and grey
beard matted with bl ood and sweat.

ZEALOT
You're the people of
| srael! God is with us!
He's judgi ng us now
Fi ght!

The sol di ers push hi m al ong.
MAN | N CROAD

How | ong do we have to
wait for the Messiah?
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ANOTHER MAN
Until you die! Because
he's not com ng.

WOVAN | N CROAD
He forgot about us! He
doesn't want us!

YOUNG MAN
Listen to the Zeal ot! God
is strength.

MAN
G ve us strength now

A Roman soldier slanms the Man against the wall, then
shoves the crowd back as the Zeal ot passes. The crowd
cools down a little.

Now the villagers heap abuse on Jesus. MARY, 56, nother
of Jesus, pushes her way through the cromd. A MAN is
about to throw a stone at Jesus. She grabs his arm
tries to pry the stone fromhis fingers.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
Don't touch him Get away
fromhim

She starts pushing people away in angry desperation.

WOVAN | N CROAD
You defend him

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
Yes. He's ny son. He
doesn't know what he's
doi ng.

The crowd now starts pushing Mry. She resists. A
Centurion breaks up the nelee. Jesus continues on his
way.

The Zeal ot has reached the crucifixion site: a rocky,
flint covered nmound. The soldiers wait for the cross.

Children throw pebbles at Jesus as he approaches the
Zeal ot. The Roman guards brace thensel ves for viol ence.
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Jesus sets the cross down beside the Zeal ot who is held
by guards.

Mary cones through the crowd, takes her son by the arm

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
Al right. Cone away now.

Jesus pulls away from her. She goes after him but a
guard yanks her back into the crowd. The Centurion
gathers sonme pieces of parchnent together as the
Zeal ot' s voice rings out:

ZEALOT
Listen! Don't be afraid!
God is strong. Rone is
snoke. God will blow it
away. Renenber the
Maccabees, renenber how
they threw out the G eeks!
W' Il throw out the Romans
the sane way. There's only
one God of Hosts and he's
our God!

CENTURI ON
(he's heard it
all before)
Fi ni shed?

Wthout waiting for an answer, the Centurion begins to
read the charges agai nst the Zeal ot.

CENTURI ON
"This man naked before you
now i s condemed f or
sedition, for lifting his
hand agai nst Ronme. Even as
a boy he pulled the
| rperial Eagle fromwalls.
He ran to the nountains
and rallied the people to
Revol ution. He prom sed a
Messi ah woul d cone from
anong the people to rise
up and destroy Rone...'

He starts paging through the parchnment, his interest
wander i ng.



http://screen-play. narod. ru 11

CENTURI ON
"...nurder... betrayal
...soon... "looting...'
and so on... '"and

t herefore he is condemed
to die. Rome condenns him
Al the Gods of Rone
condemm him' And |
conderm him Start.

The Zeal ot has been stripped naked and |aid down on the
cross- bar. The guards prepare to drive the nails into
his wists. A hush cones over the crowd.

The spike is placed in the Zealot's wist. The hamer
drives it home. The Zealot's scream (al nbst ecstatic) is
echoed by the crowd.

Bl ood spurts fromhis wounds: a drop splatters on Jesus'
lips.

CUT TO
| NT. HOUSE - NI GHT
Cl ose angl e on Jesus, who is speaking vehenently.

JESUS
Speak softer! | can't
under st and! Softer!

Si | ence.

JESUS

| still can't... stop..
Are you trying to make ne
under stand, or do you just
want to hurt ne?

(pause; then, as

i f answeri ng)
Well, if | don't belong
here, with nen, where do
bel ong? Tell me! O do you
just want to punish ne?

Still silence.
Now we see the whole room which is a small area just

off the kitchen. Jesus is alone. H's Mther enters.
Jesus | ooks over.
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MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
VWhat are you hearing?

She sits near himand puts her hand over his.

JESUS

They want to know if I'm
afraid. Afraid! O course
" m afrai d!

(1 ooki ng up)
Hear that? | amafraid. Is
t hat what you want ?
Al right.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
What do they want?

JESUS
They want ne to speak. To
go out and speak!

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
Speak about what ?

JESUS
About the Kingdom of
Heaven. But | don't care
about the Ki ngdom of
Heaven. | like earth.
like to eat, sleep, see a
woman w t hout ny head
being torn in half.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
But you can have that
ri ght now.

JESUS
No! Because anytime | try
to get what everybody el se
has, the pain starts. And
t he voi ces.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
And so you nake crosses!

JESUS
Yes, | make crosses! To
keep himquiet. To make
God hate ne! To nake him
find sonebody el se.

12



http://screen-play. narod. ru 13

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
You're sure it's God?
You're sure it's not the

Devi |l ?

JESUS
|"mnot sure. |'mnot sure
of anyt hing.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
If it's the devil, the
devil can be cast out.

JESUS
VWhat if it's God? You
can't cast out God.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
But if it's God, why
shoul d he hurt you?

JESUS
Because he |l oves nme. And |
don't want himto | ove ne.
| want himto hate me! |
want to crucify every one
of his Messi ahs.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
The nore you dare God, the
nore you nake hi mangry.
Maybe that's why he's nade
you so unhappy here.

JESUS
VWher e?

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
Here. Wth people. Mybe
you shouldn't be here.

JESUS
If I don't belong with
peopl e, who do | bel ong
wi th, God?

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
| don't know. Go and ask
him Go where God is.

CUT TGO
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EXT. EDGE OF NAZARETH - DAWN

Jesus begins his journey to go where God is. He wal ks
with a certainty we have not seen before.

Nazareth, seen behind him is stirring to life. Jesus
path takes him past the crucifixion site of the day
before. At the foot of the cross are several GUARDS who
are dividing up the Zealot's clothes. One of the Guards
sees Jesus and calls to him

GUARD
Crossnaker! Here's your
share.

The CGuard throws the Zealot's bloody headcloth. Jesus
holds it for a nonent.

GUARD
VWhat's the nmatter? Don't
you want it?

JESUS
Yes. | want it.

He puts the headcl oth on.
CUT TO
EXT. ROAD OQUTSI DE NAZARETH - EARLY MORNI NG

Jesus strides across a grassy plain. Mich of the "l ake
district" of Galilee was a fertile and pleasant valley.
Jesus leans his body into the wind as he reaches a
ridge.

JESUS (V.QO)
Al this tinme |'ve been
cursing him trying to
make himhate ne. Al that
pain for sonething so
sinple, | should have
realized. He just wants ne
to devote ny life to him
If that's what it takes to
stop the pain, |I'm happy.
Only one road |leads to
God. And it cones out in
the desert. God's waiting

for min a wll in the
nonastery. He does |ove
me. |'lIl hide under his

W ngs.
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Jesus watches a small caravan in the distance and
follows its path.

CUT TO
EXT. GALILEE - DAY
Jesus passes two PEASANT G RLS reaping in an open field.

Their partially open dresses reveal their bodies. Their
open sexuality intimdates Jesus.

PEASANT G RL
Are you going to Magel a?
JESUS
No. To the nonastery.
They | augh.
SECOND G RL
Then you take the other
r oad.
PEASANT G RL
If you really want to.
SECOND G RL
Wiy not stop and have sone
bread with us?
They're teasing him a little now and he's slightly

enbarr assed.

JESUS
No, thank you. | can't.

They sm |l e as they watch him go.

CUT TO
LATER - JESUS
Wal ks al one al ong the wi ndy seashore.

JESUS (V.Q)
Lord, thank you for
everything, for the
| onel i ness, the hunger,
the cold. I don't need
anyt hi ng el se.
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Heari ng FOOTSTEPS, he stops abruptly. Turns and | ooks.

JESUS (V. Q)
Who's that? Who's
foll ow ng ne?

Seeing nothing, Jesus starts again. The FOOTSTEPS
return - LOUDER

JESUS (V. Q)
Is that you?

He clutches his head, collapses to his knees in pain:

JESUS (V.Q)
Magdal ene! Magdal ene!

CUT TGO
EXT. MAGDALA - DAY

Three canels in the forefront of a caravan kneel to the
ground. Their riders and the canels are conpletely
covered with sand. As the canels rest, the riders open
their cloaks revealing bright robes of red, blue and
gold and exotic jewelry.

Jesus wal ks past the caravan on the main plaza of
Magdal a, where TOAWNSPEOPLE are salting fish in a public
market. The streets are crowded wth canels, donkeys,
Mongols on horseback, Afghans laden wth rugs and
bl ankets, Nubian slaves following their Geek and Roman
masters. A Berber woman dances. She is caked with dust.
As she dances, the dust flies away, revealing her dress,
her jewelry, her body.

Jesus passes a well where a wonan is seated, draw ng
wat er. Her naked breasts are painted. He tries to avoid
her gl ance.

JESUS (V.Q)
Thank you Lord for
bringing ne where | did
not want to cone.

He pushes his way through the crowd until he reaches the
home of Mary Magdal ene. On her door, there is a painting
of two intertwi ned snakes, one black, one white, and
above the LINTEL, a painting of a large yellow lizard
wth its legs stretched out as if crucified. A row of
canel s, horses and donkeys stand outside. Jesus enters.
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A young | ndian nobleman with an aristocratic air, passes
by Jesus and into the courtyard, Jesus stares and
foll ows behind him

JESUS (V.Q)
He nmust be one of God's
angels. He cane down to
show ne the way.

CUT TO
EXT. MARY MAGDALENE' S COURTYARD - DAY

Jesus and the nobleman take their places seated on the
ground in Mgdal ene's courtyard. About a dozen nen wait
for their turn with Magdal ene.

Besi des the young I ndian nobleman (with three gold bands
around his ankles), there are three Bedounin, three old
men with painted eyel ashes and nails, two young nen with
black beards and noustaches, and two rich black
merchants. An old lady is off to one side crouched on
the ground with a snmall cage containing some crabs. A
small fire is beside her on which she is cooking food.
There is no door to Magdalene's room where she does
business, only a wispy half torn curtain floating in the
i nfrequent breeze. This affords her waiting clients a
hal f - darkened view of the proceedings. An Arab nmakes
| ove to her. She is nude, and good at her work.

The young Indian nobleman |owers his eyelids, begins
swayi ng his upper body back and forth and noves his |ips
as if in prayer. Jesus and the others glance at him One
of the black nmerchants pushes him with his knee and
sm | es.

BLACK MERCHANT
Prince of India, what does
your God have to say about

all this?
| NDI AN NOBLEMAN
(opening his
eyes)
Al'l what?

BLACK MERCHANT
Here, in front of you.

| NDI AN NOBLEMAN
That everything is a
dream
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One of the old nmen, using prayer beads, turns to them
OLD MAN

Vell, if it's a dream
then don't wake us.

Jesus stares straight ahead. At that nonent the Arab
conmes out from Magdal ene's room All the nmen groan as if
saying "about tine." The old nman gets up and enters.
YOUNG MAN

Don't take all day, old

man. There's six nore here

before ne.

CUT TO

LATER - THE SUN

is waning. Three nerchants wait wth Jesus. Two are
eati ng.

An Egyptian energes from the Magdal ene's house. Anot her
man gets up. Jesus defers to him

CUT TGO
LATER - I T'S DARK

Jesus sits alone. The |ast custoner closes the courtyard
door.

Jesus stands, enters Magdal ene's room

CUT TO
| NT. MAGDALENE' S ROOM - DARK - AMBERLIT - NI GHT
Mary, lies naked on a stack of blankets, covered wth
the sweat of all nations. Facing the wall, she calls:

MAGDAL ENE
| s there anyone el se?

Jesus stops in the mddle of the room

Mary turns and recogni zes Jesus. She instinctively pulls
back.
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MAGDAL ENE
VWhat are you doi ng here.

JESUS
| want you to forgive ne.

The Magdal ene doesn't under st and.

Mary

is

hal f

JESUS
|'ve done too many w ong
things. I"'mgoing to the

desert. To the nonastery.
Before | go | want you to
forgive ne. Pl ease.

MAGDALENE
Oh, | see. You sit out
there all day with the
ot hers. Then you cone in
there with your head
bowed, saying 'Forgive ne,
forgive ne.' Well it's not
t hat easy. Just because
you need forgiveness don't
ask nme to do it.

JESUS
Mary, |'m sorry.

MAGDALENE
| don't want your pity.
I"'mfine, just fine. |
don't need help from
anybody. Especially you or
your God.

JESUS
God can save your soul

MAGDALENE
| don't want him He's
al ready broken ny heart.
Say the truth

in darkness. As she speaks

partially open and one hand slips between
hand covers her breasts.

ot her

19

her | egs
them Her
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Jesus, angry,

MAGDAL ENE
You want to save ny soul ?
This is where you'll find
it. You' re the sanme as the
others only you can't
admt it. You |lie about
it. You re pitiful. | hate
you. Here's ny body. Kiss
it. Save it.

| unges for her and hits her

20

hand away very

hard. She pulls back on the couch and they stare at each
ot her. Wen WMagdal ene speaks again she

even sadder.

MAGDAL ENE
Is that the way you show
you're a man? You never
had the courage to be one.
I f you weren't hanging
onto your nother, you were
hangi ng onto nme. Now
you' re hangi ng onto God,
going to the desert to
hi de because you're
scared. Well go. Wenever
| see you ny heart breaks.
Don't | ook at ne.

She stands and puts on a dress.

LATER

Mary takes a

is calmer, but

CUT TGO

casserole from the fire, pours it into a

bowl and hands it to Jesus with a barl
eats ravenously.

Mary | ooks at
Jesus doesn't

MAGDALENE
s that the way you eat?
W t hout thanking God?
Don't you think you shoul d
t hank himfor giving you
all this: bread, beans,
whores, w ne...

JESUS
Let nme eat and |let ne go.

hi m and touches his face.
respond.

ey roll. Jesus

As she speaks,
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MAGDAL ENE
| remenber when we were
children. Wen | was five
and you were three. |
remenber when we laid
under the tree together. |
wat ched you. Later |
wanted you to cone to ne
but not before you
suffered. ..

Magdal ene is coming on to him He is her lifetine |ove.
No matter what he does, she will never stop |oving him

JESUS
Stop it.

He stands and wal ks over to the fire.

MAGDALENE
| never felt so much
t ender ness toward anyone
as | felt for you then...

all 1 ever wanted was
you... nothing el se.
JESUS

And what do you think I
want ed? Do you think I
want ed this? God hel p ne.

MAGDAL ENE
To do what ?

It takes him a nonent to answer, but when he finally
speaks it is with sone tenderness.

JESUS
To | eave.
MAGDAL ENE
Pl ease... stay.
(pause)
Here, it's cold. Sleep by
the fire.
(she reaches for
hi m

Is it so bad, sharing a
prostitute's roonf? You'l
still have your virginity
for the desert. | prom se.
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JESUS
| can't stay, Mary. |'m
sorry.
CUT TO
EXT. MONASTERY - N GHT
A small desert commune huddled near the edge of a

preci pice. The nonastery is actually an unconnected
series of low mud huts. Jesus strides toward them The
wi nd bl ows.

VA CE
Thi s way.

Jesus turns. And aged MASTER is reveal ed standing by the
hut s.

Jesus joins him The Master | ooks into his careworn face
and sm | es serenely, then | eads hi minside.

CUT TGO
| NT. MONASTERY - HUT - N GHT

Jesus and the Mster enter. Above the w nd outside,
Jesus can hear the sounds of prayer and singing.

JESUS
Do you pray this late at
ni ght ?

MASTER

It's a funeral. The Master
of the nonastery died.

JESUS
"1l pray with you.

MASTER
(smling)
No. Sleep well. You nust
be tired. 'First cane the
wi ngs and then the angel.’
God be prai sed.

He | eaves.

CUT TO
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| NT. MONASTERY HUT - MORNI NG
A nonk, JEROBOAM is shaking Jesus awake.
JEROBOAM

Who are you? What are you
doi ng here?

JESUS
| was brought here.
JEROBOAM
By who?
JESUS
An ol d man.
JEROBOAM

There are a lot of old nen
here. What was hi s nane?
Did he say anything?

JESUS
He didn't say his nane. He
just said 'First cane the
wi ngs and then the angel.’
That was all he said.

Jeroboamis startl ed.

CUT TGO
| NT. MONASTERY HUT - DAY

Another hut. A sinple room with a nenorah. The Master
who showed Jesus to the roomlies on an open shroud on
the floor, hands folded over his chest. H s naked body
is partially obscured by by nourners. One MONK Kkisses
his closed eyes. ANOTHER his upturned pal ns, OTHERS his
beard and his feet. Jesus and Jer oboam wat ch.

JESUS
This was the man who | et
me in last night. Did he
just die?



http://screen-play. narod. ru

JEROBOAM
This was the Master of the
nonastery. He's been dead
si nce yest erday norning.
And you' ve cone in his
pl ace.

EXT. MONASTERY - DAY

24

CUT TO

Carrying the Master's renmins, the nonks nove through
bl owi ng sand.

rise and fall

The procession,

The nonks,

The dunes seem alnost to

of the sea.

sway |ike the

wth Jesus at the end, stops at a pit.
buffeted by the wnd, rol
remains into the pit.

the Master's

Jeroboam shouts a prayer over the howing wnd, but we

cannot hear

it.

JEROCBOAM S PRAYER

Even as he speaks,

JEROBOAM
The Master's soul has gone
to heaven, his body's work
is conpleted. It wal ked
under the sun and noon
over stone and sand,
sinned, felt pain, yearned
for heaven. W commend hi s
remains to the earth and
his soul to our God.
Fl esh, the Master no
| onger needs you. Melt
away.

on the Mster's body; the face, beard,

the wind | eaves a fine |layer of sand

and hands sink

away.

CUT TO
EXT. MONASTERY - DAY
Later. The sandstorm is over, the air is still. Jesus

and Jeroboam wal k cl ose together.

of conversati on.

They are in the m dst



http://screen-play. narod. ru

Jesus'’

JEROBOAM
I n our period of nourning
for the Master we believe
we'll feel his presence
here for forty days,
advi si ng us, scol ding us.
It actually appeared to
you. And showed you the
way to his room H's own
room He treated you like
a royal visitor. He
recogni zed you.

JESUS
He coul dn't have
recogni zed nme for
anything. | only canme here
to serve God and not hi ng
el se. That's all he wants
fromme, I'"msure of it.

JEROBOAM
God brought you here,
didn't he?

JESUS
Al'l he brought here is ny
shane.

JEROCBOAM
Shane is also a
tenpt ati on.

JESUS

God hunts nme. He drives
his nails into ny heart.
He wants to push nme over.

hand sweeps out. W follow He

25

I's gesturing

toward the steep precipice only a few yards away.

JESUS
He wants ne to speak. But
he didn't touch ny |ips
wi th burning coals. How
can | speak? | sinned.

JEROCBOAM
W all sin.
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JESUS
Not ny sins. \Wat does He
want fromme? Can't he see
what's inside me? All ny

sins. I'mLucifer.
JEROBOAM
Be qui et!
JESUS
No! I'ma liar. A
hypocrite. I'mafraid of
everything. | never tel

the truth. | don't have
t he courage. Wien | see a

wonman, | blush and | ook
away. But inside | have
lust. For God, | snother

the lust, and that
satisfies ny pride. But ny
pri de destroys Magdal ene.

| never steal or fight, or

kill... not because |

don't want to but because
I"'mafraid. I want to
rebel agai nst everything,
everybody. .. agai nst
God!... but I'mafraid. If
you | ook inside nme you see
fear, that's all. Fear is

nmy nother, ny father, ny
God.

JEROBOAM
The nore devils we have
inside of us, the nore
chance we have to nake
angels. 'Angel' is the
nane for the devils who
repent... so, you have to
have faith. Have you ever
slept with a woman?

JESUS
No. .

JEROBOAM
And you don't want to?

JESUS
| do... No, | don't.

26
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JERCBOAM
Wy not ?
JESUS
It's not enough for ne.
JERCBOAM
VWll, then what do you
want ?
(pause)
...\Wy don't you answer
me?
JESUS
(smling)

| am Sai nt Bl asphener,
Fat her. So you'd better
not ask nme anything el se,
or I'Il start ny

bl asphem es.

JEROBOAM
Start your bl asphem es.
You'll be relieved. Start.
JESUS

There's Lucifer inside of
me saying, You're not the
son of the Carpenter,
you're the son of King
David. You're not a man,
you're the son of man. And
further: the son of Cod.
And further than that:

God.

Jeroboamis speechl ess.
JESUS
Do you want to ask ne

anyt hing el se?

JERCBOAM
No.

CUT TO
I NT. JESUS' HUT - N GHT

Jesus sl eeps on a woven nat.
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He hears a HI SSING SOUND. Hi s eyes open, he sits up.

A snake energes from a hole in the wall and slithers
across the earthen floor. Another snake follows it. The
snakes coil around each other and copul ate.

Jesus watches, his back to the wall.

JESUS (V.QO)
Wiy now after all this
time? Coupling. This is
why we were thrown out of
Par adi se.

He | ooks at one of the snakes. It speaks to himin Mary
Magdal ene' s voi ce.

MAGDAL ENE
Jesus, | forgive you

(fast dolly in as) Jesus grabs his chest; the snakes
hi ss inside his breast.

JESUS
Leave ne. Leave ne al one.

Jesus breathes a sigh of relief. The snakes are gone
Jesus | ooks up. Jeroboam stands in the door. Jeroboam
enters and puts his fingers to Jesus' |ips.

(follow hand around and to |ips 36 fps)

JESUS
They' re gone.

Jer oboam nods. He has seen the snakes too.

JEROBOAM
God has just bl essed you.
The snakes left. They cane
fromyou. Everything has
two neani ngs, one obvi ous,
t he ot her hi dden. Now
maybe you have to | eave.

JESUS
| have to stay. That's
what God wants ne to do.
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JEROBOAM
| don't think you're
supposed to stay. God is
al ready talking to you. He
must want sonet hing el se.

JESUS
VWhat el se coul d he want
fromnme?

JEROBOAM

He's purified you for a
reason. To be his

i nstrument. He nmust want
to speak through you.

Cut si de.
JESUS

To who?
JEROBOAM

To anyone who will |isten.
JESUS

And say what ?

JEROBOAM
Just open your nouth. You
| ove manki nd?

JESUS
| see nen and | feel sorry
for them that's all

JEROBOAM
That's enough. Go and
speak to them
CUT TO
EXT. DESERT MONASTERY - NI GHT

(SPECI AL EFFECT) A huge full rmoon illum nates the group
of huts.

CUT TO
I NT. JESUS' HUT - N GHT

Dark at first. Then, a H SSING NO SE. Jesus lights a
pal m sized lanp, |istens.
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Then, he cautiously peers out

Then he is pulled through.

EXT. MONASTERY - HUT - N GHT

30

the opening of the hut.

CUT TGO

An arm grabs Jesus from behind and throws him against

the wall .

Judas stands in front of him panting, his dagger

hand.
JUDAS
| hissed and you cane.
JESUS
"' m ready.
JUDAS

Ready? You think we're
going to a feast? |I'm

going to kill you.
JESUS
Good. I"'mrelieved. |I'm
happy to see you. You're
just in tinme.
Judas is startl ed.
JESUS

God purified nme tonight. |
t hought it was so | could
go out and preach. But now

| see. It's so |

coul d

die. And you're God's
i nstrunment. He brought us

t oget her.

Jesus opens his tunic.

JESUS
Here's ny neck. Cut it.

Conme on, cut

VWhat ' s

the matter? Is there

anyt hi ng wong? |

was

purified, you got your
perm ssion, it's al
arranged by God. So what
are you waiting for?

in his
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They stare at each other.

JESUS
You can't do it, can you?
JUDAS
| can if | want.
JESUS
Wiy don't you want ?
JUDAS
| do want.
JESUS
Fi ne.
He positions hinmself for killing again. There is another
pause.
JUDAS
Did you work sone magi c on
me? Wien | go to kill a
man, | kill him
JESUS
(thinking it
out)

Maybe God doesn't want ne
to die. If God really
wanted me to die, you
woul dn't hesitate. You'd
just kill ne.

JUDAS
No, you shoul d die. Wat
good are you living? Wy
shoul d God want you alive?
What good are you for
| srael ? Do you have sone
secret?

JESUS
| have no secret. | know
that I have pity, though

JUDAS
Pity! How far will that
get us? What good is that
for Israel?
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JESUS
It's good for nen.

JUDAS
Men! The G eeks who kill ed
us were men. So are the
Romans. Don't pity men,
pity Israel. The rest can
go to hell.

JESUS
| feel pity for
everyt hi ng. Donkeys,
sparrows, grass.

JUDAS
And ants? | suppose you
feel pity for themtoo?

JESUS
Yes. Everything' s a part
of God. When | look into
the ant, into his shiny
bl ack eye, | see the face
of God.

JUDAS
What do you see when you
| ook in ny face?

JESUS

(matter of
factly)
| see God too.

JUDAS
You see God everywhere,
don't you? Maybe that's
why you don't fear death

JESUS
Way should | fear death?
Death isn't a door that
closes, it's a door that
opens. It opens and you
enter.

JUDAS
(pause)
If I don't kill you, what
happens?

32
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JESUS
| don't know. Wat ever God
decides. 1'Il speak to
others. | can't think of

anyt hi ng el se.

JUDAS
What are you going to say?

JESUS
['"I'l just open ny nouth
and God will do the

t al ki ng.

JUDAS
See. | told you. You're
not crazy at all, are you?

| f God does tal k through
you, then you're the
nmessenger of God and |
can't kill a messenger of
God, can |? You' ve got ny
hand st opped.

JESUS
| didn't stop your hand,
God di d.

JUDAS
He's the only one who
coul d.

JESUS

God didn't send you to

kill me. Maybe he sent you

here to foll ow ne.

JUDAS

The one's | follow are the

ones who follow | srael.
Judas puts his knife away.

CUT TO

EXT. GALI LEE - DAY

Judas and Jesus wal k across the plain toward Magdal a.

CUT TO
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EXT. MAGDALA - DAY

Mary Magdal ene is hurled into a shallow pit, her knees
and el bows bl oody from bei ng dragged down the street.

Jesus and Judas enter the village. They hear a commoti on
and hurry toward the crowd.

The crowd, in a festive nood, hurl insults and spit at
her.

JUDAS
It's Magdal ene. She
deserves it.

Jesus steps into the center of the pit as the crowd
starts to throw stones. One of them hits Jesus on the
chest. He | ooks over at the man who threw the stone. W
have never seen Jesus |ike this before: neither has
anyone in the crowd.

Two little KIDS take one | ook, giggle nervously, and run
away. Judas is riveted. On the other side of the small
cromd, PHLIP, PETER, ANDREW and JOHN watch this
unexpected confrontation with fascination.

MAN I N CROAD
Get out of here. This
isn't your business. You
want to get hurt?

More stones are thrown. Jesus doesn't nove. Magdal ene,
has grabbed his |l eg for reassurance.

ZEBADEE pushes his way through the crowd.

ZEBEDEE
You heard what he said,
idiot. Myve.

JESUS

No. | don't want this.

ZEBEDEE
Ch, listen to this. He
doesn't want this. Wll,
we want it.

JESUS
Why ?
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ZEBEDEE
(livid)
We don't have to tell you

why. ..

Peter, in the crowd, interrupts angrily.

Jesus pi cks up

Zebedee steps
smal | stone.

PETER
Bad enough we live in a
whor ehouse. But does it
have to be a Roman
whor ehouse? Qur wonen
can't even look in a
mrror on the Sabbath, and
this one goes with Ronmans
on the Sabbath. She broke
Moses' |aw. So she dies.

two stones fromthe ground.

JESUS
Who' s never sinned? Which
one of you has never
si nned? Wi chever one of
you's never sinned shoul d
come up here and throw
t hese.

forward inmmediately, carrying his

ZEBEDEE
|"ve got nothing to hide.

JESUS
Good. Take one of these.
They' re bigger. You' re not
going to do nuch damage
with the small one.

Zebedee hesit ates.

JESUS
Be careful, Zebedee. There
is a God. He's seen you
cheat your workers. He's
seen you with that w dow,
what's her nane. ..

WOVAN I N THE CROWD
Judi t h!

35

own
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JESUS
Judith. Aren't you
afraid God wll paralyze
you if your lift that
stone? That your hand w ||
wi t her and hang at your
si de?

Zebedee drops the rock and noves back. Several MEN start
toward Jesus, but Judas steps between them braced for
action. They stop.

Jesus helps Mary to her feet. Judas calls to the crowd:

JUDAS
Foll ow us, followthe
Rabbi. He wants to talk to
you.

Judas, Jesus and Magdal ene walk away from the pit. A
| arge segnent of the crowd foll ows.

WOMAN | N CROWD
VWho is he?

MAN
It's Jesus. From Nazareth

SECOND MAN
Not hi ng good can cone out
of Nazareth. Even the
scriptures say it.

They start back, away fromthe crowd, toward the town.
CUT TO
EXT. H LLSIDE I N MAGDALA - DAY

The nearby summt of the hill which was the site of sone
anci ent pagan tenple, probably Mesopotam an. Fragnents
of several carved capitals of columms lay on the ground
along with pieces of pagan Gods (winged lions wth
wonen' s heads, etc.).

Magdal ene sits near Jesus' feet; Judas stands in the
background. The crowd waits to hear what Jesus has to
say. Jesus | ooks out over the poverty-stricken
vill agers, the peaceful country-side:
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JESUS (V. 0.)

This is what |'ve al ways
been afraid of. There's so
much to say. God has so

many m racl

es.

A pause. The words start to cone.

JESUS

Come cl oser everybody. My
brothers. My sisters. |I'm
calling you that because
we're all a famly. A
little closer. My voice

isn't very strong, and
|"ve got sonmething to tel
you.
The crowd gets closer, still nore curious than anything
el se.
JESUS
|"msorry if | have to

tell you st

ories. But is

seens to be the only way |
can tell you what | have

to.

(pause)
A farmer was planting in

his field.

Sone seed fel

on the ground and the

birds ate i

t. Sone seed

fell on rocks and dried
up. But sone seed fell on

rich soil,
and fed a |

grew i nt o wheat
ot of people.

Long silence. No one has any idea what the hell he's

t al ki ng about .

JESUS
Didn't you hear ne? Are
you peopl e deaf?
ZEBEDEE
(1 ndi gnant)

We can hear

fine. It's not

us. Can't you be nore...

cl ear.

Jesus thinks for a nonent.

He is al so hiding annoyance.
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JESUS
|'mthe farnmer. The
farmer's ne.

ZEBEDEE

Wait a mnute. | get it.
Don't tell ne. We nust be
the stones. W're the
ground, is that it? That's
just fine. And two and two
makes four.

(to crowd:)
Anot her | unati c.

JOHN, Zebedee's youngest son, who has an air of
per petual abstraction, |eaves his father and approaches
Jesus.

JOHN
Rabbi, tell me. If you're
the farmer and we're the
stones, what is the seed?

Jesus i s baffl ed.

JOHN
VWhat's the seed?

JESUS
(surprised)
Love one another. Love one
anot her!

This is too nuch for the crowd to take.

ANDREW
Alright, let's say we
accept that. Maybe that's
even good advice. But for
sonme ot her world. Not
here. we're starving. Feed
us first, then talKk.

While the crowd nmakes noise, Judas steps near to Jesus
and talks to himso the others can't hear.

JUDAS
What are you tal king
about, love? This is your
nmessage? We shoul d al
| ove the Ronmans? That's
i ke putting our neck on
t he knife.
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Jesus takes a step forward,

his strong feelings.

Jesus starts into the crowd,

JESUS
Listen, | used to think
God was angry too. But not
any nore. He used to junp
on ne like a wld bird and
dig his claws into ny
head. But then one norning
he cane to ne. He bl ew
over ne |like a cool breeze
and said 'Stand up.' And
here I am

ZEBEDEE
Go to hell!

MAN | N CROND
These are all stories for
children. They can't help
us.

JESUS
VWhat are you hungry for?
And you, you're thirsty.
What are you thirsty for?
For justice. Justice.

ANDREW
And br ead.
JESUS
Bread too, bread too. I'm

telling you, whoever's
hungry for justice,
whoever's thirsty for
justice... they're the
one's who'll be bl essed.
They' || be filled with
bread. They'll never be
thirsty again.

Jesus works his way through the crowd,

t hem over

He points at sonebody el se.

39

going with the nonentum of

confronting themdirectly.

really w nning
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JESUS
And you. You're in
nour ni ng. But nourners
w Il be blessed. You'l
have God's confort, you
won't need it from nen

Now he addresses the crowd at | arge.

JESUS
And the neek... they're
the ones who'll be

bl essed. And the
suffering... they' Il be
bl essed too. and the
merci ful, and the
peacenmakers. And the poor
and the sick, and the

outcasts... you wll all
be bl essed. Because Heaven
IS yours.

Now the crowd is really with him

JESUS
But believe ne. The ones
who are | aughi ng now. ..

He indicates a couple of skeptics in the crowd.

JESUS
...will be crying later.
The ones who are fed now
will be hungry soon. And
the rich... will be poor
forever.

The crowd, agitated and excited, starts to run off.

FI RST vA CE
Let's kill the rich!

SECOND VO CE
Why bother with the rich?
Kill the Romans.

JESUS
(protests)

| didn't say death. | said
| ove! | said | ove!

40
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ZEBEDEE
(notions to his
son)
Let's go.

JOHN
No. Go on w thout ne.

JAMES |ooks as if he wants to stay too, but Zebedee
pulls him by the arm and stalks off. John and Andrew
stay behind with Peter, Philip and Judas.

Mary Magdal ene stands next to Jesus now.

MAGDAL ENE
Rabbi. | can help. Let ne
go with you.

JESUS

(interrupts)
No. Stay here. Tell people
about nme. Show them how to
live.

He kneel s and w pes her bloody feet wwth his tunic.
CUT TO
EXT. SEA OF GENNASARET - DAY

Anot her day. Jesus leads his little band along the
seashore: Peter, John, and Andrew wal k with Jesus; Judas
and Philip follow Two peasant wonen, a street wurchin
and a couple of dogs bring up the rear. They approach
Zebedee, who works with Janmes, Nathaniel and two other
fi sher nmen.

ZEBEDEE
(to John)
Were have you been? W' ve
been working all norning.

John steps over to his brother James and starts pulling
hi m away.

JOHN
VWhat are you doing this
for, after what we heard.
Cone with us.
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Zebedee grabs Janes' other arm

ZEBEDEE
What do you think you're
doi ng?

He swats both John and Janes on the ear. The
di sci pl es | augh.

JUDAS
(1 aughi ng)

Watch it, Zebedee, you'l
| ose anot her son.

JESUS
Zebedee, do you really
need then? You can hire
ot her men. They won't be
your sons, so you'll have
to pay them..

ZEBEDEE
Pay them | can't afford
to pay them | can't
afford to pay anybody.
Look, ny nets have been
enpty for weeks.

JESUS
Look at them now.

The nets are teemng with fish.

ZEBEDEE
How d you do that?

JESUS
Maybe the current changed.
(pause)
Zebedee, let your sons
come with ne. They can
fish for nen.

42

ot her

CUT TO

EXT. SEA OF CENNASARET - AFTERNOON

Later the sane day. Jesus and the disciples, now with

Janmes anong them wal k past

a stand of tall

r eeds.

CUT TGO
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EXT. GALILEE - N GHT

The disciples sleep in an olive grove. Jesus,
sits on a nearby knoll, looking into the night.

Judas wal ks over and sits next to him

JUDAS
Rabbi, can | talk to you?

He sits next to him

JUDAS
|"mnot |ike these other
men. | nean, they're good

enough. But they're weak.
How are they going to
fight for you? They
couldn't even fight for

t hensel ves. Were' d you
find then? One's worse
than the other. This is no

arny.

JESUS
| don't need soldiers.

JUDAS
You wanted nme. And if |
| ove sonebody, 1'd die for
them If | hate sonebody,
"1l kill them | can even
kill sonebody I love if he
does the wong thing. Do
you under st and?

JESUS
| under st and.

JUDAS
The ot her day when you
said turn the other cheek
to the man that hit you, |
didn't like that. Only an
angel could do that, only
an angel or a dog. I'ma
free man. | don't turn ny
cheek to anyone. You do
need sol di ers.

JESUS
WIIl soldiers make me
free?

43

awake,
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JUDAS
You want freedom for
| srael ?

JESUS
| want freedom for the
soul .

JUDAS
First you free the body,
t hen the soul. You know
t hat. The Ronmans cone
first.

JESUS
The soul is first. If you
don't change what the soul
needs, you'll only repl ace
Roman dom nation with
anot her dom nati on and
nothing' Il ever change.
First you have to change
man i nside. Then man can
change what's around him
It's wanting weal th and
power that nakes the soul
want to dom nate others.
That's the wanting we have
to change, we have to free
the soul first. Wth | ove.

JUDAS

W all want that
eventual ly. But right now
the only way is to start
fromthe bottom You build
a house fromthe
foundati on up..

(he turns)
Who's there?

Andr ew, sl eepy-eyed, wal ks over, concer ned:

ANDREW
lt's nme, Andrew. Is
everyt hing. ..

JESUS

(i nterrupting)
Go back to sl eep. Judas
and | are tal king.
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Andrew turns and | eaves. Judas waits, then speaks.

JUDAS
| still don't know who you
are.

JESUS
Nei t her do I.

JUDAS

You can't |look to the
others for answers. All
they can do is follow you
It's between you and ne.
Wien | went to kill you in
t he nonastery, God took ny
strength away. That's what
made ne think, even if |
didn't want to... that's
what rmade nme think you

m ght be the one. The
Messi ah. Maybe you are,
maybe you aren't, maybe
you don't even know
yourself if you are.
That's why | said to
nysel f, be patient for
once in your life. See
what he does, see what he
says, and if he's not the
Messi ah there's plenty of

time to kill him

JESUS
How can | be the Messi ah?
First of all | wanted to

kill those peopl e when
saw themtorturing

Magdal ene. Then when
opened ny nouth, out cane
the word 'l ove.' Why? How
can we tell?

JUDAS
Al right. You say God tal ks
t hrough you and right now
| believe you. There's
anot her one he tal ks
t hr ough.

JESUS
The Bapti st.

45
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JUDAS
W'll go to see him He
stands out there every day
preaching 'He is com ng,
he is comng.' As soon as
he sees you he'll know who
you are. He'll know if
you' re the one.

JESUS
|'m afraid, Judas. Stay
here.

Judas spreads his bl anket on the ground.

CUT TO

EXT. GALILEE - N GHT

Later that night. Judas and Jesus are asleep in each
other's arns. Then Jesus appears to wake. On the ground
in front of himis an apple. He reaches for it, takes a
bite, extracts sonme seeds and the core. He scatters them
on the ground. He watches where they fall.

And now we see: a tree has grown, ripe red apples
hanging fromits every branch.

CUT TGO

EXT. R VER OF JORDAN - DAY

Jesus and his followers reach the edge of the Dead Sea.
Andrew, a disciple of the Baptist, points ahead.

ANDREW
Up ahead. The water forns
a pool in the caves. |'ll
show you

JESUS
You're tired. Stay here.

ANDREW
No, |1'd better cone. It
coul d be dangerous.

JESUS
NO. | want to go al one.

Jesus wal ks through the burning heat toward the caves.
Judas, follow ng behind, runs to catch up.
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JUDAS
VWhat about ne! |I'm
supposed to be with you.

JESUS
Come on.

They wal k down a slope. Jesus in front. Judas behind.
John the Baptist's voice echoes in the distance.

O f screen Voi ce:

THE BAPTIST (O.S.)

"Behold, | will raise up

evi| against you out of

your own house, and | wll

t ake your wives before

your eyes, and give them

to your neighbor, and he

shall lie with your w ves

in the sight of this sun.

(2 SAMUEL XI1, 11)

They push their way through a mxture of |ower class
| sraelites, Ethiopians (painted nails, eyelashes, etc.),
Chal deans (brass rings in their noses, etc.) Sonme who
have been or are about to be Baptized are naked.

CUT TGO
EXT. /I NT. BAPTIST'S CAVE - DAY

Jesus and Judas approach. They enter a small cave |ike
an antechanber in which the light has a slight greenish
tint.

In the larger cave, the BAPTIST is preaching. Jesus
gasps when he first sees him a wld man, unkenpt,
unwashed, (hair like a Rastafarian). He shouts in the
W nd:

THE BAPTI ST
"Roll on the ground, bite
the dust, how! The Lord
of Hosts says: "On this
day | will comand the sun

to set at noon; | wll
crush the horns of the new
moon and spill darkness

over the earth.
( MORE)
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THE BAPTI ST ( CONT' D)
| wll reverse your
| aughter, turn it into
tears, and your songs |
wll turn into
|anentations. | will blow
and all your finery -
hands, feet, noses, ears,
hairs - will fall to the
ground. " "

He' s awesone. Even Judas is taken back. He grabs Jesus:

JUDAS
God. He sounds like the
Messi ah.

JESUS

No, the Messiah won't have
an ax in his hand.

Judas pushes Jesus forward.

JUDAS
We'll see. Go in front.
Let him see you.

Jesus wal ks slowly toward the Baptist, his eyes fixed on
the prophet. The crowd flails and shouts; one hal f-naked
woman sl ashes herself with sharp stones (throws herself
on the ground, etc.).

JESUS (V.Q.)
Even from behind, | knew I
had seen hi m before.
Where? When? Was it a
drean®? Yes, it was. But in
t he dream he was al l
dressed in white.

Jesus steps behind the Baptist. John suddenly turns at
hi m

THE BAPTI ST
Who are you?

JESUS
(his voice
anxi ous)
Do you recogni ze ne?

THE BAPTI ST
Who are you?
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JESUS
Have you read |saiah? Do
you know t he prophets?
What does |sai ah say?

THE BAPTI ST
He says, "Prepare the way
of the Lord." Are you
telling ne that's you?

JESUS
| don't know.
(demandi ng)
Tel | ne.

The Baptist |ooks around: the crowd wails in SILENT
MOTI ON. A sudden calmess. W see them from Judas’
P.OV. Judas strains to hear but can't. The Bapti st
knows Jesus.

THE BAPTI ST
Wiy are you here?

JESUS
To be bapti zed.

THE BAPTI ST
| don't dare. If you are
the Master, you should
bapti ze ne.

JESUS
Bapti ze ne.

Jesus kneels at John's feet, throws off his robe (his
nakedness partially hidden by people in the foreground).
Judas | ooks on.

CUT TO
EXT. RIVER OF JORDAN - NI GHT

Jesus and the Baptist sit in the cave by a fire built
near the baptismal pool. An eerie blue-green light falls
on the walls of the cave; their faces are reflected in
the pool water. A group of pilgrinms canp in the back of
the cave. Music is heard.

Jesus and the Baptist are weary from hours of debate.

JESUS
Isn"t | ove enough?
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THE BAPTI ST
No. The tree is rotten.
You have to take the ax
and cut it down.

JESUS
If I was a woodcutter, |1'd
cut. If I was fire, I'd
burn. But I'ma heart and
| |ove.

THE BAPTI ST

|"ma heart al so but |
can't love what's unjust.
| can't love evil. Wat |
can't love | attack. God
denmands it. God denmands

anger.
JESUS
Anger? Aren't we al
br ot hers?
THE BAPTI ST

You think love is God's
only way? Go to the Dead
Sea. Look in the bottom
you'l | see the two whores,
Sodom and Gonorrah. God
was angry. He threw fire
at them turned over the
dry land and the sea
swal | owed them up. That's
God's way. 'On the day of
the Lord, blood wll flow
fromwood, the stones of
the houses will come alive
and kill their owners!'
That day is here. He gave
me the ax, now !l give it
to you.

Jesus, frightened, turns away:

JESUS
That's not the answer.

THE BAPTI ST (aggravated) No? Then what is the answer?
JESUS

| don't know | think it's
| ove.
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THE BAPTI ST
Vell | know. And if you
won't listen to me who
will you listen to? To
God? The God of Israel's a
god of the desert. If you
want to speak to him then
you go to the desert.

JESUS
(a beat)
"1l go to |Idunaea.

THE BAPTI ST
But be careful. The
desert's full of sweet
voi ces and deat h.

The Bapti st wal ks over to Jesus.

JESUS
Thank you Bapti st.

John ki sses Jesus on the nout h.
JESUS (V.Q)

Hs tongue felt like a
burni ng coal in ny nouth.
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Judas watches from a hole in the ceiling of the cave

Fromhis P.Q V. he can't hear anyt hing.

Jesus wal ks away, not | ooking back.

CUT TO

EXT. | DUMAEA DESERT - SUNSET

Jesus runs across the desert as if pursued. He stops,

pants, continues. The earth underneath is cracked.

The

whol e | andscape shimers with heat under a huge white

sun. (SPECI AL EFFECT). The image is tinted warmred.

CUT TO

EXT. DESERT - NEXT DAY

Jesus wanders through the wild, uninhabited terrain.
sun, like a blast furnace, blows sand into his face.

He starts to draw a large circle

The
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JESUS (V.Q)
|"m not going to | eave
this circle. | won't | eave

until you talk to ne. No
hunms. No thunder. No
headaches. Just talk to ne
i n human words. What ever
path you want, 1'1| take.
Love or the ax or anything
else. O if you want ne to

stay here and die I'll do
that too. But you have to
tell me.

He sits in the center of the circle.

He sees: the sun, | oom ng huge in the sky, seemng to be
unnaturally close to him (SPECI AL EFFECT).

He sees: in the far distance, birds flying across a
great plain.

He sees: on the flat desert, the plain of Sodom a herd
of gazell es.

He continues to watch as we. ..

FADE QOUT:
EXT. DESERT - N GHT

FADE I N. Days have past. The hunger and deprivation are
beginning to show on Jesus' face. His clothes are the
col or of soil.

JESUS
| don't want... | don't
want to be al one.

He puts his head down, but hears sounds and | ooks into
the noonlit ni ght. SOUNDS: of water; bracel et s;
| aughing. Then a | arge SERPENT coils at the edge of the
circle, speaking in a half-human, half-animal voice.

SERPENT
| felt sorry for you. You
were lonely. You cried, so
| cane.

JESUS
| didn't call you. Wo are
you?
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The Serpent's voice dissolves into the soft,

SERPENT
Your soul .

JESUS
My soul .

SERPENT

You're afraid of being

al one. Just |ike Adam He
called ne and | reached
into his ribs and gave him
a wfe.

JESUS
You're here to trick ne.

SERPENT
Trick you? To | ove and
care for a woman? To have
a famly - this is a
trick? Why are you trying
to save the world? Aren't
your own sins enough for
you? What arrogance to
think it's your duty to
save the world. The world
doesn't have to be saved.
Find | ove.

JESUS
| have | ove.

SERPENT
Look into nmy eyes, | ook at
my breasts...

voi ce of Mary Magdal ene.

Jesus | ooks up,

SERPENT
... Do you recognize then?
Say the word. Nod your
head and we'll be in ny
bed toget her.

eyes gl aring.

SERPENT
(conpassi onatel y

)
Oh, Jesus.

53

conforting
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The Serpent suddenly explodes, |leaving no trace. Jesus
pl aces his head between his |egs and begins to sob, as
if he has lost a | oved one.

CUT TO
EXT. DESERT - N GHT

FADE IN. Another week has passed. Jesus' clothes are
torn and tattered by the desert w nds. He awakens.

JESUS (V.Q)
After ten days the hunger
went away.

He hears a sound. A LION stands at the edge of the
circle.

LI ON
Wel conme, Jesus.
Congratul ati ons. You've
overcone the snal
tenptations of a wonan, a
famly. W' re both bigger
than that. A woman's not
enough, we need the whol e

wor | d.

JESUS
Who are you?

LI ON
|"myou. |'myour heart.

Your heart is so hungry.

It pretends to be hunble
but it secretly wants to
conquer the world. | wll
set ny four feet down, one
i n Babyl on, one in
Jerusal em one in

Al exandria, the last in
Rone.

JESUS
| ve never wanted a
ki ngdom on earth. The
Ki ngdom of Heaven's good
enough for ne.

The Lion's voice transforns i nto Judas':
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LI ON
You're a liar. You' ve
al wvays want ed power. Wen
you were maki ng crosses
for the Romans in
Nazar et h, your head was
exploding with dreans of
power. You said it was
God, but you really wanted
to rule others. Now you
wll. Any country you
want. All countries. You
wi Il rule Babylon. You

will rule Jerusalem You
will rule Al exandria. You
will even rule Rone.

Jesus, shaking, reaches out toward the Lion.

JESUS
Liar! Step into ny circle
so | can pull out your
t ongue.

The Lion steps into the circle, and, as he does,
di sappears.

FADE QOUT:
EXT. DESERT - N GHT

FADE IN. Jesus lies sleeping. Another week has past.
He's a wasted skel et on.

An ARCHANGEL stands at the circle's edge. The Angel
appears as a normal ten-year-old boy speaking in the
voice of a young girl. Jesus strains to see through his
swol | en eyel i ds:

JESUS
Archangel ... go farther
back. You're blinding ne.

ARCHANGEL
|"'mthe one you' ve been
waiting for. Renmenber when
you were a child, you
cried, 'Make nme a God
God, nmeke nme a CGod.'

JESUS
But | was just a child
t hen.
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ARCHANGEL
Adonai . You are God. The
Baptist knewit. It's tine
you admt it. | salute
you, Son, only Son of GCod.
Join me in power. VW will
rul e toget her over the
living and t he dead.

You'll give life and take
life. You'll sit on the
throne and |I'll sit at

your hand. | magi ne how
strong we coul d be
t oget her.

Jesus suddenly realizes who he's tal king to:

JESUS
Sat an!

The ripe tree from Jesus' dream appears behind the
Archangel . The Angel offers an apple.

Jesus bites into the apple: it turns into blood in his
mout h. The bl ood spl ashes down his chest.

ANGEL
(smling)
We'I| see each other
agai n.

The Archangel turns and |eaves. Jesus picks up a stick
at his feet. The stick is an ax.

W see from over Jesus' shoulder. John the Bapti st
crouches down into the frame, puts his hand on Jesus'
shoul der and speaks:

THE BAPTI ST
Don't be afraid. You are
the One. | was the one who

cane before you. My work
is finished. Now I can
die. The Lord wants nme to
tell you to stand up, his
day is here. Take the ax.
Run and carry the nessage
to nen.

Jesus rises and strikes at the root of the tree with an
ax. Entire scene turns red.

CUT TGO
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I NT. MARY AND MARTHA' S - DAY

MARY and MARTHA, sisters in their early thirties, are
working in their house. Mary sits at a weaving |oom
Mart ha near the fire.

The door opens. An enmmciated figure in tattered clothes
stands silhouetted in the doorway. The sisters turn,
aghast.

JESUS
I"ma foreigner. From
Galilee. | need rest. The
door was open. Excuse
me... |...

MARY
We're al one. Qur brother
Lazarus is out.

MARTHA

What difference does that
make? Come in. Don't
listen to her. She's
afraid of her own shadow.
|"m Martha and this is ny
sister, Mary. There's not
much here, but you're
welcone to it. Who are

you?
JESUS
Jesus of Nazareth
MARTHA
(1 aughi ng,
t easi ng)
A good man?
JESUS

Yes, good.
Jesus staggers over to the hearth.

JESUS
(smles as he
Sits)

| do ny best.

CUT TO
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I NT. MARY AND MARTHA' S - NI GHT

Jesus, washed and wearing a new tunic, eats bread and
olives. Martha hands him a wine flask. Sitting by the
fire, they alnost |look like a famly. Jesus raises his
pot of wine in a toast.

JESUS
Martha. Mary. | swear to
you if there's another
flood and if it's up to ne
toinvite you into the
ark, 1'd do it. You'd both
be on it. Because tonight
a stranger cane to your
door. You fed him dressed
hi m nmade hi m confortabl e,
spoke kindly to him and
t he Ki ngdom of Heaven cane
down and went in his
heart.

They drink. Mary and Martha | ook at Jesus flirtatiously.

MARY
Go on.

JESUS
(eating)
What should | say? Sil ence
is good, It says
ever yt hi ng.

MARY
It doesn't say everything
to me. A kind word now and

t hen hel ps.
MARTHA
Do you have a wife?
JESUS
(t hi nks)
No.
MARY

I f you only knew what goes
t hrough a woman' s m nd
when she weaves. You'd
pity her, Jesus.
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JESUS
| do know. | was once a
worman, in another |ife,
and | used to weave.

MARY
And what did you think
about ?

JESUS
God. And you?

MARTHA
God. But we think about
men nor e.

MARY

God is a man after all.
And men can be husbands.

Jesus smles, but deliberately chooses not to pursue
this subject. There is a brief silence.

JESUS
You know the Baptist? He
died, didn't he?

MARY
He was killed... by Herod.
You didn't know?

JESUS
No... | knew.

MARTHA
They say the King was
drunk and cut off his head
to satisfy a little
girl... It happened in his
pal ace in Jerusal em

MARY
No, at his palace in
Ti beri as.

JESUS

(not |istening)
Jerusal em

MARTHA
| s that where you're
goi ng, to Jerusal en?
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MARY
| envy you.

JESUS
Not now. Eventually.

CUT TGO
I NT. ROVAN CAVES - N GHT

The disciples sit around a pool of water and two snall
fires. Oher fires and groups of people are scattered
around and behind them throughout the cave. One group
plays nusic. The cave walls are washed in blue-green
light; a brilliant streak of violent red cuts across the
rock of the back wall.

JAVES
Now t hey say they're going
to kill everyone who was
bapti zed.

PHI LI P
Nobody told you to get
bapti zed.

PETER

You were baptized too. You
begged for it. So be
qui et .

JAVES
| can just imagine Galilee
right now. The sea... |
hear the fishing is so
good that you just touch
the nets and the fish junp
in.

NATHANI EL
Don't talk about fish. It
rem nds nme of ny sheep. |
don't know what's happened
to them

PETER
Maybe we should wait for
himin Galilee.

JAMES
We prom sed the Master
we'd wait here for him
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NATHANI EL
That was a nonth ago. He
talks to the Baptist, then
di sappears.

JOHN
Brothers. | don't
under st and you. Thi nk of
the | ast words the Bapti st
said. He said 'Jesus of
Nazareth, | eave the
desert. | am fini shed.
Return to manki nd!

PHI LI P
How do you know t he
Baptist really said that?

JOHN
(i nsisting)

Everybody says he did. But
even if he didn't say it,

t hose words are inportant
because peopl e believe
them | don't want to

bl asphene, but what if our
Master... what if he's the

one?
JAMES
VWhat one?
JOHN
The one.
There is silence.
PHI LI P

But we don't know if the
Baptist really said that.
| mean, what if...

They ar gue.

JUDAS
(i nterrupting)
We're waiting here!

PETER
| don't know now.
( MORE)
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PETER ( CONT' D)
(pause)
| don't think we should go
to Galilee. W should wait
here, maybe.

JUDAS

(to Peter,

sarcasti c)
Changed your m nd when you
heard what John said, uh?
' The one?' That's what |
i ke about you Peter,
nobody can change your
m nd. Not you. Wat good
are you?!

The apostles in front of Judas suddenly | ook past
Judas turns and stands up.

John sinks to his knees.

JOHN
Mast er .

Reverse angl e shows Jesus standi ng before them
PETER

Rabbi . John heard your
foot-steps in his heart...

in awy... and we were
just preparing to wel cone
you.

JESUS
Were you bapti zed?

PETER
Yes.

JESUS

John baptized with water
and they killed him Now
"1l baptize with fire.

JUDAS
| s that what the Bapti st
told you?

JESUS

| have an invitation for
you.
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hi m
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Monentary sil ence.

PETER
|s there a cel ebrati on?

JESUS
No, I'mnot inviting you
to a celebration. |I'm
inviting you to a war.

Jesus is standing at the edge of the pool. He reaches
into his chest and rips out his own heart. He offers it
at armis length to the disciples. Blood drips from the
ventricles.

JESUS
This is ny heart. Take it.
| lead the way to the
Ki ngdom of God. The
Ki ngdom of God's i nside
us. It's the Devil's
ki ngdom t hat ' s out si de,
all around us. We'll turn
an ax against the Devil's
ki ngdom agai nst the
world. If you have sheep
give themaway. If you
have nets, let themrot.
| f you have a famly,
children, |eave them
behi nd.

CAMERA tilts down followi ng drops of heart blood which
are dripping into the pool. The water begins to glow
r ed.

Jesus now stands before them no Ilonger holding his
heart, but the ax the Baptist gave himin the desert.

JESUS
| once believed in | ove,
now | carry this. Wo's
with me?

Judas falls to his knees in the water and ki sses Jesus'
f eet.

JUDAS
Adonai !

CUT TGO
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EXT. SAMARI A - DAY

Jesus and his followers (they have grown in nunber) wal k
t hrough the Samari an | ow ands.

The group advances with determ nation and purpose. Judas
wal ks at Jesus' right; Peter at his left. Wnmen and
children follow them

They cone upon pits dug into the ground. The soil is
colored a strong green. Suddenly, bare arns cone up out
of sone of the pits. Heads pop up from others. Then,
seven deranged nen and wonen, their naked bodi es col ored
green from the soil, crawl out of the pits and run
toward Jesus. They flail at him sone fall at his feet.
Sonme beg in jibberish.

Judas and Peter try to ward them off. Jesus is angry -
not at the nen, but at the evil spirits that possess
t hem

He slaps one man, kicks another: he grabs one by the
head and pushes on himcausing himto fall:

JESUS
Sat an! Leave theml Get
out !

Judas and Peter hold Jesus as he touches each of the
i nsane people. They are in the thick of what |ooks Iike
a brawml. At one point, Jesus alnost faints but is
carried forward by the two apostles. Jesus shouts as he
touches the possessed. After they have been confronted
by Jesus, they grow suddenly calm Sonme are confused

sone praise Jesus. Jesus is held by the apostles,
partially for protection and partially for strength.

CUT TO
EXT. ANOTHER SAMARI A COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

A BLINDVAN, led by his BROTHER and SISTER, approach
Jesus and the disciples. H's reputation has spread
t hrough the countryside.

Jesus stops. He takes ground herbal powder from his
sleeve and mxes it wth sand. He spits into the
m xture, then applies it to the Blind Man's eyes.

JESUS
Moses, Elijah, Isaiah -
touch ny nouth, touch ny
lips.
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Jesus kisses the man's nud-caked eyes. The clay falls
fromthe Blind Man's eyes. Hi s gruesonely defornmed eyes
are now normal : he can see.

JESUS
Go to the tenple. Let the
hi gh priests see you.

CUT TGO
EXT CANA - DAY

On a small hillside. A group of children, at the right
of the frame, sees Jesus and the disciples approaching
to the left along a path below. They giggle and run away
to announce Jesus' arrival. A couple wave at him as they

go.
CUT TGO

EXT. CANA - NI GHT

Six virgins, carrying lit lanps, sing a psalm at the
wedding of Nathaniel's cousin. It's a festive, happy
occasi on.

Jesus exchanges small talk with a group waiting for the
cerenony to begin. Everyone is in high spirits.

Mary Magdal ene steps next to Jesus. She |ooks like a
changed woman: sinply dressed, radiant.

Jesus smles and takes her hand. An OLD MAN says to
Mary:

OLD MAN
You don't belong at a
wedding. We're here to
celebrate purity.

JESUS

Listen to nme. What do you
t hi nk the Ki ngdom of
Heaven's like? It's like a
weddi ng. God's the
Bri degroom and Man's soul
is the Bride. The weddi ng
t akes place in Heaven and
everyone's invited.

(points to Mary)
God's Kingdomis |arge
enough for everybody.
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OLD MAN
Nazarene, that's agai nst
t he | aw

JESUS
The Law i s agai nst ny
heart .

CUT TGO
LATER

The cerenony is over. People are dancing. Jesus, the
disciples and the guests are laughing, drinking and
swapping stories. (M5 SEE PG 219 BOOK) Jesus' hand
rests on Magdal ene's shoulder. The w ne has | oosened
everyone's spirits. Nathaniel is nearby frantically
talking with his wife and two other fam |y nenbers.

JAMES
Nat hani el , what's w ong.

NATHANI EL
(wal ks over,
nmortified)
| didn't buy enough w ne.
Mor e peopl e cane and
stayed | ate and now we' ve
run out.

Jesus points to several large vats:

JESUS
VWhat's in those?
NATHANI EL
Wat er .
JESUS
No. It's w ne.
NATHANI EL
No, no. It's water.
JESUS
Go over there and make
sure. It's wine, |I'm
telling you.
Nat haniel, still wunconvinced, goes over to a vat and

t astes.
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NATHANI EL
You're right. It is w ne.

JAVES
(as a j oke)
It's another miracle.

CUT TO
LATER

Jesus, a little drunk and very happy, dances with nen
and wonen. Magdal ene watches him a m xture of reverence
and | onging on her face.

CUT TO
EXT. NAZARETH - DAY

Sabbath. The faithful, fresh from synagogue, m || about
under the date palnms in the manner of churchnen over the
centuries.

These are not comon people. On the contrary, they
represent the Jewish hierarchy: the severely noral
Phari sess, Saducees, in collusion with the Romans; and
the Iandowners and shopkeepers who supported the
synagogue.

Jesus calls out:

JESUS
Brot hers! Sisters! My old
friends! Listen to ne!
Li sten to ne.

The churchnen, curious, gather around.

JESUS

(conti nui ng)
The prophet was tal king
about nme. God tal ked to ne
in the desert. He gave ne
a great secret and told ne
to bring it to you -
didn't you hear ne com ng?
| ran here first - to
Nazareth - where | grew
up - to give you the news.
The Lord's Kingdomis
her e.
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VI LLAGER #1
(taunting)
You do mracles. Do a
mracle for us, nake us
believe in you. O herw se,
go away!

JESUS

(1 nmpassi oned)
The Messi ah doesn't need
mracles. He is the
mracle. The Day of the
Lord is here. Are you
ready? |'ve cone to tear
down the world around you
The old world wll be
repl aced by the new worl d.
The Ki ngdom of Heaven! The
Ki ngdom of God! So cal
t he poor and give them
your food. Wat do you
care about your
possessi ons? Your gold and
silver wll rust and their
rust will eat your flesh
like fire. Flood and fire
will come down, and the
new Ark will float above
the flames. | hold the
keys and | open the Ark
and | select. My brothers
of Nazareth, you're the
first I invite. Conme and
enter.

The villagers boo and | augh. Sone children put stones in
t hei r hands.

VI LLAGER #1
A boat. W're in the
desert and he tells us
about a boat.

VI LLAGER #2
Aren't you the son of
Mary? Ri ght? Who are you
to tell us about God.
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Soneone throws
bl ood.

VI LLAGER #3

You made better crosses
t han speeches.

(to conpani on as

he wal ks away)
Go get sonebody from his
famly. This is
enbar r assi ng.

JESUS
What are you | aughing at?
Everything you have will
burn!! Soon! Leave your
homes! Cone with nme to
Jer usal em

VI LLAGER #2
This is what happens when
a man doesn't marry. The
senmen backs up into his
br ai n.

a stone; it grazes Jesus'

VI LLAGER #4
Go hone! You're full of
devil s.

JESUS
(wi pi ng bl ood
fromhis brow)
This is ny hone!

Peter and Judas rush to Jesus' defense.
hand to his dagger.

VI LLAGER #2
Kill him

He t hrows anot her rock.

PETER
VWhat are you doi ng that
for? That's a shane.

VI LLAGER #2
He's a sorcerer. He's
calling the fire to cone
down on us!
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head, draw ng

Judas puts his
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POOR VI LLAGER
Don't touch him God's
Ki ngdomis for the poor.
It's our Kingdom

The rich and poor scuffle. Judas, Jesus, Peter and the
others, all disgusted, break free fromthe brawl. Jesus
| ooks back, confused and angry.

JESUS

(yell'ing back at

cr owd)
If | could touch every
stone, breathe on every
twig, they would rise up
and join ne! Cone wth ne!
Jerusalemis falling. |
can feel it!

CUT TGO

EXT. QUTSI DE NAZARETH - DAY

Jesus and his followers head across the plain toward
Samaria. He turns to Judas who wal ks at his side:

JESUS
See these msfits. They're
crippled, they' re blind,
they' re poor. That's our
arnmy. They shout and the

ad Jerusalemwi |l fall.
JUDAS
W'll need npre nen than
t hi s.
JESUS

God wi Il provide them
We're going to build a New
Jerusal em

Mary cones out of the crowd near him and grabs Jesus
arm

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
Son. Pl ease. Cone back
with ne.

JESUS
Who are you woman?
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MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
You know who | am Don't
you recogni ze nme? |'myour
not her.

JESUS
| have no nother. | have
no famly. Only ny father
who's in heaven. Get away
from ne.

He shakes off her arm She trips, Jesus keeps wal king,
foll owed by the disciples. Peter and a WOVAN help Mary
to her feet. Peter walks on as Mary and the wonman turn
back to town.

WOVAN
Mary... why are you
crying? Didn't you see
t henf

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
See what ?

WOVAN
When he spoke to you,
t housands of bl ue w ngs,

behind him | swear to you
Mary, there were arm es of
angel s.

MARY ( MOTHER OF JESUS)
| didn't see anything.
What good are angels to
me? | wanted children and
grand-chil dren behind him
not angel s.

CUT TO
EXT. ALONG THE JORDAN RI VER - DAY

Jesus and his ragtag "arny" continue their southward
mar ch.

Mart ha and Mary, dressed in black, approach Jesus.

MARTHA
Rabbi, forgive us. Qur
brot her Lazarus is very
si ck.
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MARY
We heard you' ve heal ed the
sick, made cripples wal k,
t hat you preforned
mracles. ..

JESUS
(i nterrupts)
Take ne to him

CUT TO
LAZARUS' TOWVB - SUNSET

Jesus, Mary, Martha and the disciples stand before the
tonb, which is sealed by a large boulder. There is a
smal | crowd of nourners nearby.

JESUS
VWhen was he buried?

BETHANY WOVAN
Three days ago.

JESUS
Rol | the stone away.

Judas and Peter elicit the help of two others and |ean
their shoulders to it.

JESUS (V.Q)
VWhat can | do? How nuch
can | do?

The stone noves: a hideous stench gusts from the tonb.
Sone di sci pl es turn their faces: ot hers put
handkerchiefs to their noses.

Jesus stands at the entrance of the tonb and yells. H's
voi ce echoes: a wild, strange cry, like sonething from
anot her worl d.

JESUS
Lazarus! In the nane of
t he prophets, in the nane
of Jerem ah and ny Fat her
in the nane of nobst Holy
God, | demand that you
rise and cone out!
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At first, nothing. Then we begin to hear a soft rustling
inside the tonb. Jesus is apprehensive. He stares at the
tonmb's entrance. Suddenly a deconposed skeletal hunan
hand reaches out. The crowd gasps. Jesus, startled,
junps. Slowly, Jesus reaches out, noves a bit closer and
cl asps the corpses’ hand. He is terrified. Suddenly, the
corpse pulls back as if to yank Jesus into the tonb.
Jesus is nore frightened. He stands his ground. Then,
Jesus decides to pull and the corpse cones out. The
disciples and the crowd are stunned. The desicated
figure, Lazarus, is covered head to toe in white buria
cloth. H's free hand slowy unwaps the cloth from his
face. Strips of rotting flesh hang |oose. Lazarus
enbraces Jesus.

LAZARUS
Adonai .

Jesus i s shocked by his owmn mracle.

JESUS (V.Q)
s the power of God so
strong? If it can raise
the dead, can it al so nove
nmount ai ns? Can it destroy
Rone? Tear the world in
hal f? God hel p ne.

Jesus enbraces Lazarus.
CUT TO
EXT. TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM - EARLY MORN NG SUNRI SE

Jesus and his conpanions are wal king along the ruins.
("Excavations in Jerusalent) The city wall 1is behind
t hem

Then from above, ("St. Steven's Gate") they enter the
Roman ruins. An arch towers above them a pool below
them sone inhabitants of the ruins watch.

They enter the tenple plaza.

Jesus enters the tenple grounds with his central core of
di sci pl es. They have cone to worship.

But they are stopped cold by the sight that greets them
Arranged all around the stairs that lead to the tenple
are noney-changers, nerchants, beggars and whores. A
tall, shiny bronze statue of Tiberius towers over the
plaza floor, which is stained with the blood of
sacrificial animals. Jesus turns to Peter.
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JESUS
We canme here to pray. Wat
is this?

PETER
The noney-changers? Its'
for the tenple tax... for
t he feast.

Jesus cal my addresses a noney-changer.

JESUS
How s the exchange today?
Maki ng a good profit?

MONEY- CHANGER
Fair. Can | help you?

Jesus stares for a nonment and then with one violent blow
sends the counter filled with coins sailing into the
nmoney- changer's face.

Jesus, now enraged, strides past the booths, overturning
the tables. Scales, weights and coins fromall over the
world scatter in every direction. The vendors rush to
retrieve their noney.

O her vendors and custoners turn on Jesus. Judas, Peter
and the others forcibly fight themoff. Jesus calls out:

JESUS
This is ny Father's house.
It's a place for worship,
not a bank, or a market.

The disciples circle Jesus for his protection. The
RABBI, surrounded by SADDUCESS, steps out of the tenple.

RABBI
Nazar ene, what are you
doi ng?

JESUS

God doesn't need a grand
house. He doesn't need
cyprus and bl oody ani nmal s.
He doesn't need shekel s.
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RABBI
You expect people to pay
the tax in Roman coi ns?
They have i mages of false
gods on them You want
pagan gods in the tenple?
Al'l foreign coins have to
be changed to shekel s.
That the | aw.

JESUS
| abolish the law. 1 give
a new |l aw and a new hope!

RABBI
What, did God change his
m nd about the old | aw?

JESUS
(exasper at ed)
No, no. He just thinks our
hearts are ready now to
hol d nore.

RABBI
(not |istening)
This chaos is your new
| aw? How can you
presune. ..

JESUS
How can | presune? Because
| amthe fulfillnment of
the old | aw and the
begi nni ng of the new.

SADDUCEE
(shocked)
Wat ch what you' re sayi ng.

Peter, becomng concerned with the drift of this
argunent, whi spers to Jesus.

PETER
Maybe we shoul d go. ..

Jesus pushes hi m awnay.
JESUS

When | say, 'I,' Rabbi, I
am saying ' God.'
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RABBI
That's bl aspheny!

JESUS
Didn't you hear? I'mthe
Sai nt of Bl aspheny. Don't
make any m stakes. |
haven't conme to bring

peace, |'ve cone to bring
a sword.

SADDUCEE
Talking |ike that wll get
you kil l ed.

JESUS

|"msick of all of you.
This tenple will be
destroyed in three days.
One stone won't be left

st andi ng on anot her. You

t hi nk God belongs only to
you?! He doesn't! God's an
immortal spirit and

bel ongs to everybody - to
the whole world. You're
not special! God is not an
| sraelite!

Even the disciples are shocked by this heresy. They
escort Jesus out of the tenple grounds for his own
safety.

As they reach the bottom of the tenple steps they are
nmobbed. The beggars press on Jesus, pulling at his arns
and | egs.

MOB MEMBER #1
Magi ci an! Heal ne.

MOB MEMBER #2
Cure us. Make us rich.

MOB MEMBER #3
Heal ne. Do a mracle. You
want nme to enter the
Ki ngdom of Heaven cri ppl ed
like this?
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The disciples

JESUS
(pushes them
avay)
Get away. You sicken ne.
You're selfish! You're
full of hate! God won't
hel p you.

MOB MEMBER #1
Cure us or you won't | eave
this city alive!

JESUS
You don't denmand from God!

intervene and pull Jesus away. The

77

nmob

foll ows. Suddenly, four Roman Calvary nmen stanpede into
ng beggars and everyone else. Jesus and
t he disciples break | oose fromthe fray.

t he nob whi ppi

ROVAN OFFI CER
You, all of you stop.
Wi ch one of you is Jesus
of Nazareth?

The di sci pl es groan.

The cal varynen
behi nd.

As they watch

JESUS

ROVAN OFFI CER
Cone with us. The
Procurator wants to see
you.

| ead Jesus away, leaving the disciples

him go, SAUL, a Zealot, conmes up behind
Judas and draws hi m asi de.

SAUL
We need you. \What are you
doing with this magician?
First you were supposed to
kill him Now he acts I|ike
a prophet and you foll ow
hi m

JUDAS
What are you sayi ng?
Didn't you just hear hinf
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SAUL
| heard him He talks
about a new | aw, he tal ks
about using a sword. But
we took an oath to use the
sword agai nst Rone. |
don't see anythi ng agai nst
Rone here. Al | see here
is Jew agai nst Jew.

Judas wal ks away from him

CUT TO
| NT. ROVAN THEATRE - DAY
The Roman sol diers escort Jesus into the open theatre.

Pilate confers with two soldiers at a table near the
stage. He watches a play in rehearsal. (See Director
Production Designer, and Costunmer for details of play.)

Pilate is infornmed of Jesus' presence and turns to him

Pl LATE
Are you Jesus of Nazareth,
King of the Jews?

JESUS
"' m no Kking.

Pl LATE
You aren't the Messiah?
They say you are. You say

you are.

JESUS
My ki ngdom's not on this
earth.

Pl LATE

Oh? Where is it then? In
the air, maybe?

JESUS
| n heaven.

Pl LATE
Good. Keep it there. They
tell nme you do mracles.
s this good magi ¢ or bad
magi ¢c? Can you do a trick
for us?



http://screen-play. narod. ru

JESUS
|"mnot a pet. | don't do
tricks.

Pl LATE

That' s di sappoi nting. |
was hoping to see
somet hi ng.

JESUS
The prophet Daniel had a
vi sion. A huge statue had
a gold head, and silver

shoul ders. .
Pl LATE
(interrupts)
Don't tell ne stories. |'m

not a dunb Jew.

JESUS
Li sten. Learn.
Pl LATE
(daring him
Go ahead. Teach ne
somet hi ng.
JESUS

The stomach was bronze,
the legs were iron, the
feet were clay. A stone
was thrown. The clay feet
broke and the statue

col | apsed.

Pl LATE
Is that it?

JESUS
God is the thrower. I'm
the stone. Rone is the
st at ue.

Pl LATE
Clearly. But that's how
you're going to bring down
t he Roman Enpire? One
stone? Only you?
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Jesus starts to speak, then stops.

JESUS (V.QO)
God, give ne the answer. |
don't know what to say.

Pl LATE
No answer ?
JESUS (V.QO)
Pl ease speak to nme. | need

wor ds.

A pain suddenly surges through the back of Jesus' neck.
Hi s knees buckle. For a nonent he seens crippl ed.

Pl LATE
You're not a stone. You're
excrenment. Get him out of
her e.

Jesus is confused, humliated, and in pain. Soldiers
start to | ead himout.

Pl LATE
And ny wi fe dreans about
you. She shoul d see you
now.

Pilate turns back to the play.

CUT TGO
EXT. MARY AND MARTHA' S HOUSE - DAY
Lazarus, his back to us, is resting and | ooki ng out over
the valley. His hand reaches for a cup of water. The
fingers are nore whole. He seens to be healing.

It is mdday, Lazarus thinks he is by hinself.

VA CE
Lazarus. Lazarus.

He turns in the direction of the voice. W see Saul, the
Zeal ot who spoke to Judas in the tenple at Jerusal em

SAUL
Feel ing better?

LAZARUS
| like the light.
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SAUL
VWhat was it |like? Wich is
better, life or death?
LAZARUS
Vell, | was a little

surprised. There wasn't
that much difference..

SAUL
Well, et me hel p you nmake
up your m nd.

Another arm conmes in from behind and grabs Lazarus
around the neck. Saul pulls a sword and very
professionally plunges it into Lazarus' chest, ripping
upwards towards his heart.

CUT TO
EXT. QUTSI DE JERUSALEM - NI GHT

Judas, who has been |ooking for Jesus, finds him al one
on the road | eading out of the city. He sits beside him

JUDAS
|'ve been | ooking all over
for you. For two days.
W're really worried about
you. | have to tell you
They killed Lazarus.

Jesus col lects his thoughts.

JESUS
VWho?

JUDAS
Zeal ot s.

JESUS

Your people. Wiy?

JUDAS
Because he was the living
proof of your power.
Zeal ots say you're paid by
the Romans to tell the
peopl e only heaven is
inportant. Not their life
now. Not bei ng dom nat ed
by Romans. That's very
danger ous.
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Jesus nods.

JESUS
(quietly)
Yes. It nake everything
cl earer.

JUDAS
Clearer? What are you
tal ki ng about, clearer? It
j ust makes everything
worse. W want a
revol ution, the Zeal ots
want a revol uti on but now
they' re against us. W
can't let that happen. W
need t hem

JESUS
Do you want to join them
t hen?

JUDAS
No. They're ny brothers,
but you're ny naster.

JESUS
You are the strongest,
aren't you? O all ny
friends, you're the
strongest. | have to tel
you sonet hi ng.

JUDAS
Tell me whatever you want.
You can depend on ne.

JESUS
You know why | cane to
Jerusal en?

JUDAS
This is where we're going
to fight. This is where
the revolution's going to
happen.

JESUS
Last night Isaiah cane to
ne.

82
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Judas junps up

JUDAS
(eager)
What did he say?

JESUS
He opened his book and |
read in giant letters: 'He
has borne our faults; he
was wounded for our
transgressions. He was
afflicted, yet he opened
not his nouth. Despised

and rejected by all, he
went forward w t hout
resisting, like a lanb | ed

to the sl aughter.’

JUDAS
(pause)
So? What does that have to
do with you?

JESUS
Judas. I'mthe lanb. I'm
the one who is going to
di e.

JUDAS
What do you nean, die?
Die? Did you change your
m nd agai n.

JESUS
No.

JUDAS
Then what are you tal king
about? That can't be. If
you' re the Messi ah, why do
you have to die?

JESUS
Don't shout. You'll
under st and soon. At first
| didn't understand

nmysel f.
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JUDAS
Every day you have a
different plan. | can't

believe it. First it's

| ove, then it's the ax,
now you have to die. What
good could that do. W
need you alive.

JESUS
| can't help it. God only
talks tone alittle at a
tinme. He only shows ne as
much as | have to know.
Now I finally understand.
Al ny life. All ny life
|"ve been foll owed. By
footsteps. By voices. By
headaches. By shadows. And
you know what the shadow
is? It's the cross. | have
to die on the cross. And |
have to die willingly...
W need courage, Judas. W
need faith. I'mthe
fulfillment of the
prophecy. The cross is the
way | have to take.

Judas i s dunbfounded, and his anger is nounting.

JESUS
So we go to Jerusalem W
go back to the tenple.
What ever happens there
will put me on the cross.

JUDAS
(barely
controlling his
anger)

And after you die on the
cross? What happens then?

JESUS
"Il come back to judge
the living and the dead.

JUDAS
(pause)
| don't believe you.
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JESUS
| f you don't believe,
nobody will. You have to
believe. You' re the
strongest.

CUT TGO
EXT. QUTSI DE JERUSALEM - DAY

A blazing sun. Jesus and the disciples on the march.
Fol l owi ng cl ose behind is an entourage of twenty toughs.

Janes turns to Judas.
JAMES

|"mworried he's going to
change his m nd again.

JUDAS
No he won't. We're taking
the tenple.
JAVES
What if we don't.
JUDAS
W'l die.
JAVES

(1 ooki ng around)
There aren't many of us.
And nobody back there
| ooks like a soldier.

JUDAS
God will provide.

Near them Nathaniel and Philip are tal king.

NATHANI EL
What do you want ?

PH LI P
What do you nean?

NATHANI EL
When we build the New
Jerusal em and set up the
new gover nment .
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PHI LI P
(t hi nks)
Well, | guess |I'd like
nore sheep. You know, ny
ot her sheep, | don't even

know where they are now.
This time | want a | arge
herd. 1'd hire other
shepherds to take care of
them You know, Laban,
that man who has a | arge
farmnorth of Tiberias?
l1'"d |ike one |ike that.

NATHANI EL
Yeah.

PHI LI P
How about you?

NATHANI EL
First, 1'd like to be able

to worship in the tenple.
| nmean really worship -

wi t hout Roman banners and
sol di ers standi ng around.

PH LI P
(nods)
O course. But what el se?

Behi nd them John, Andrew and Thomas ar gue.

THOVAS
' mnot afraid.

JOHN
Then don't act like it.

THOVAS
"1l do anything the
Mast er asks... anything
but get crucified.

ANDREW
You're a coward

THOVAS
Call me a coward after
you' ve been hangi ng up
there for two days and the
crows cone and suck out
your eyes.
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JOHN
| made ny decision. |If you
can't make yours, |eave
now before we enter the
Ki ngdom

THOVAS
(touches his
chest)
" mready. | have ny
kni f e.

Peter passes by and rushes a little anxiously to catch
up with Jesus, who is walking at the front of the line.

PETER
|"ve been talking with the
ot hers, and |istening, and
alot of us are alittle
concerned, we're
wondering... well... wll
you have | egi ons of angel s
nmeeting us there? Or
anyone? Besi des who's
her e?

Jesus doesn't answer, but he puts his armaround Peter's
shoul der.

CUT TO
EXT. JERUSALEM - DAY

Jesus and his followers - about a hundred strong - pass
through "The excavations around Jerusalem" The city
wall is behind them Mre people begin to join the
ranks.

They enter "St. Stephen's Gate" (the arch over a pool of
water). The nob grows around them Sone have palm
br anches.

They are now in the "Underground City." Jesus is riding
a donkey. Wonen and children wave pal m branches, throw
flowers, lay down palnms and shawls in Jesus' path. They
cheer "Rosanna, Rosanna.”

A new chant - abetted by Judas and his followers - goes
up: "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews."

The procession reaches the tenple plaza. Jesus disnmounts
and | ooks around.



http://screen-play. narod. ru 88

Qutside the tenple walls, stalls occupy every nook and
cranny. Hundreds  of people are selling, buyi ng,
bargai ning, hawking their wares: nerchants, noney-
changers, innkeepers, prostitutes.

Jesus, full of rage, followed by the disciples, sweeps
down on the w ne stands and workshops, overturning the
t abl es, striking the tradesnen wth hi s goad.
(determ ned crane - M)

JESUS
Cet out! Away!

Jesus nmounts the tenple steps. Snobke seens to be com ng
fromhis body. This is his nonment.

Behind him everyone loots stalls and routs merchants
with great enthusiasm as if Jesus' solitary act of
anger last tinme in the tenple had now beconme an exanpl e
for nmob action.

On the top of the tenple steps, Jesus pauses
nmomentarily.

JESUS (V.Q)
Lord, | hope this is what
you want. Please let it
happen quickly, while |
have the strength.

Now he turns to face the nob

JESUS
| am here to set fire to
the world! In the desert
The Bapti st said, 'Repent,
Repent! The day of the
Lord is comng!' but I'm
saying it's too late to
repent. The Day of the
Lord's already here! | am
the Day of the Lord. |
come with the baptism of
fire!

The poor in the nmob yell: "Firel! Fire - burn it all
down! "

The TEMPLE GUARDS (usually Levites) grab their |ances
and swords. Judas' cohorts draw their weapons.
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Suddenly, there is a blast of trunpets. ROVAN SENTRI ES,
heavily armed, appear on top of the tenple walls. There
are dozens of them and they are ready to fight.

The people | ook up. Jesus stops. Peter is still rallying
the crowd, lighted torch in his hand.

PETER
Let's go! Now s the tine!

The crowd |ooks from the Romans to Jesus. For the
moment, the crowd is still with him Judas whispers
urgently to Jesus.

JUDAS
They're all with you!
They're waiting for your
signhal! Gve it!

Pet er | ooks over at Jesus.

PETER
Come on! Now

Jesus | ooks fromthe Romans on the wall to the ground.

JESUS (V.Q)
Please. I'mwaiting too.
Put the ax in ny hands.
Not the cross. Let nme die
like this.

JOHN
I f you don't give the sign
now, we're finished. W'l
be killed for what we did

t oday.
PH LI P
We cane here to fight, not
to die!
Jesus renmains still.
JUDAS

Master, we knew they woul d
be strong! W knew it
woul d be like this.

The Ronman Soldiers swarm off the walls and start down
into the tenple.
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Jesus | ooks at his hands: bl ood oozes fromhis pal nms. He
closes his fists to hide the stigmata and raises his
eyes to Judas.

JESUS
Judas. Come besi de ne.

Judas puts his arm around Jesus. The crowd, confused and
furious, starts to scatter. Some of them throw things at
the disciples as they all scranble to avoid the viol ence
of the Roman sol diers.

JESUS
(to Judas)
Stay by ny side.

The other disciples swarm around Jesus and Judas and
forma wedge. As the Roman sol diers disperse through the
tenple courtyard, Jesus and the disciples are swept by
the frantic cromd into a side street leading to the
Underground City below the tenple.

CUT TGO
EXT. JERUSALEM - SUNSET

Passover preparations are underway. At twilight we see
the "excavations in Jerusalem™ Over a hundred people in
bl ack nove across them Large candles cover the entire
site.

W see now elderly Jews cleansing thenselves at the
ritual baths. The steamrises to the sky.

The "Underground City" is teemng wth nmen, wonen,
children, (animals) preparing for the celebration. They
wear black and white shawls and are bathed in
candl elight. Psal ns, nusic and voices are heard.

Jesus and Judas are wal ki ng and watching carefully. They
stop at a selected spot between two trees.

JUDAS
There's got to be
sonet hing el se you can do.

JESUS
| wish there was. At the
tenple | prayed. | prayed
to die. But it's not God's
wll.
( MORE)
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Judas nods.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
| have to die on the
cross. | prayed out of
weakness and |' m weakeni ng
even nore. You've got to
gi ve ne strength.

JUDAS
| won't let you die.

JESUS
You' ve got to. There's no
ot her way. The world
around us is Satan's
world. It will be
destroyed! The world of
God will come! But only by
my dying! By my sacrifice
on the cross! Forget
everyt hing el se!
Under st and t hat .

JUDAS
No | can't. |I'"mnot strong
enough.

JESUS

You are. You're the
strongest. You're part of
God's plan too. You once
made ne a prom se. You
said if | ever strayed, if
| ever shied away from
revol ution, you would kil
me. Renenber ?

JESUS
|"ve strayed, haven't [?
JUDAS
Yes.
JESUS
Then you have to keep your
word. You have to kill ne.
JUDAS

|f God wants that, then
let God doit. | won't.

91
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JESUS
He will do it. Through
you. The Tenpl e CGuards
want to arrest ne where
there aren't any crowds.
Tonight we'll be in
CGet hsemane. Arrange for
themto find ne. It wll
be terrible. But only for
three days. Only three

days! Then I'll cone back.
We'll all be together in
triunph.

JUDAS
No.

JESUS

You' ve got to! Don't
abandon nme now. Wt hout
you, the world can't be
saved, There'll be no
redenpti on. Wthout us
together, the sacrifice
can't be made.

JUDAS
Coul d you betray God? If
you were nme, could you
betray your Master?

JESUS
No. That's why God gave ne
the easier job... to be
crucifi ed.
CUT TO
| NT. UPPER ROOM - NI GHT
Three seven-branched candelabra illumnate the | anb,

wi ne and unl eavened br ead.

The di sciples are seated on cushions on the ground. Food
is brought in froman adjacent room

Mary, Martha and Magdal ene have all come to Jerusalemto
celebrate the festival with Jesus and his disciples and
prepare the ritual neal.

Jesus fills the disciples cups from a pitcher of salt
wat er .
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JESUS
Qur ancestors in Egypt
cel ebrat ed Passover before
t hey escaped to the
freedom of the desert. On
t his Passover we cone out
of another kind of slavery
and enter another kind of
freedom

PH LI P
Oh, please. W're hiding
here like crimnals, we
can't go out the door, and
even if we could we
woul dn't want to because
we' ve been so hum i at ed,
we'd like to respect
you. . .

JOHN
Respect hin? W |ove him

PH LI P
...yes, alright, yes, we
| ove him that goes
wi t hout saying, but at
| east he coul d..

JESUS
(interrupting)
First... first... first we

drink salt water to
renenber the tears and
pai n our ancestors
suffered in the | and of
| srael .

Jesus swallows his drink in a single gulp; Judas is the
first to do likewise. Mary brings a tray of bitter
herbs. As the disciples eat, Jesus watches.

JESUS
Toni ght we go further.
Thi s passover cel ebrates
t he passage fromdeath to

eternal life. I'll |ead
the way, you will follow
John, you know the

pr ophet s.

( MORE)
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JESUS (CONT' D)
| sai ah says, 'He had
nei t her beauty nor |uster
that we should turn our
eyes to him He was
despi sed and rejected by
men. ..'

JOHN

(conti nues)
'...But he took on hinself
all our pains. He was
wounded for our
transgressi ons, he was
brui sed for our
inequities, and with his
stripes we are heal ed.’

JESUS
(interrupting)
'...He was scourged and he
was afflicted. Yet, like a
lanb led to the slaughter,
he opened not his nout h.

(a beat)
My dear, wonder ful
friends. | amthe | anb.

And | won't open ny nout h.
They' ve been |l eading ne to
t he sl aughter ever since |
was born.

The di sci pl es exchange fearful gl ances.

PETER
If you die, I'Il die
first. Because |'l|l be at
your si de.

JESUS

Be quiet. What did you
have before | found you?
Al'l of you. Not hing.

(no answer)
Now you have God's | ove -

and eternal life. Don't
worry. You won't die yet.
There's still a | ot of

work to do. W haven't
cone to rule, but to
serve. In three days |'11I
rise fromthe dead to | ead
you.
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The disciples stare in shocked silence. Jesus has either
gone conpletely mad - or he is the Messiah.

Jesus breaks the bread | oaves and passes them around. He
pours wine for the others:

JESUS
Eat, this is ny body.
Drink, this is ny bl ood.
wll be in you al ways.

As they do, the bread and the wi ne transubstantiate into
flesh and blood in their nmouths. They blanch and cough;
sone blood falls on the table. Peter renoves the
substance from his nouth with his hand and exam nes it:
it has the consistency of blood and flesh. This is
literally hard for all the disciples to swallow But
they all persevere, and, finally, they all manage to do
it. As they w pe their bloody nouths, John starts to
weep. Jesus turns and | ooks at Judas.

Judas exits... Peter shouts angrily after him.
PETER
Judas, where are you
goi ng?
(to Jesus)

Where's he goi ng?

JESUS
Don't get in the way.
Tonight we'll go to
Get hsemane to pray.

CUT TO
EXT. GETHSEMANE - N GHT

As they clinb the steep hills of Gethsemane, Jesus
| eaves nost of his group behind and proceeds with Peter,
James and John. Passing through thick, gnarled olive
groves, they reach a clearing marked by three boul ders.
(looks like a Henry Moore scul pture). The |eaves glisten
on the trees all around them

JESUS
Wait for ne here.

Jesus wal ks alone wuntil he finds a secluded spot.
Pulling his tunic around him he kneels beneath an
anci ent tree.
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JESUS

Fat her, Father in heaven.
Fat her on earth. The worl d

you created that we

see i s beautiful. But the
world you created that we

can't see is beautif
too. | don't know -
forgive ne - Father,

can

u

don't know which is the

nmor e beauti f ul

Jesus scoops up a handful of soi
perfunme” he thinks. Then as he r
cheeks, neck and lips, he speaks.

JESUS
This is ny body too.
Together we will die

Jesus' body weakens. He starts to sweat.

JESUS
Abba, Father, we've
together a long tine

never asked to be chosen,

but, | always obeyed

You' ve done many mracles
for others. You opened the

96

and snells it. "Wat

ubs

been
o

Red Sea for Mdses. You

saved Noah. You took

Elijah directly to heaven

in a fiery chariot.
you ask nme to be
crucified. Can | ask
one last time? Do |

to die? Is there any ot her

way? Do | have to dr
fromthis cup? Can't
take it away from ne

Jesus waits for an answer that doesn't

bl ows through the olive trees.

Now

you
have

i nk

you
?

the soil on his

cone. The w nd

Jesus | ooks over, sees Peter, Janes and John asl eep.

Now, in front of him a GUARD AN ANGEL

in the form of

one of the sleeping disciples appears and sets a clay

cup before Jesus.

JESUS
s this your answer?
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The Angel drinks fromthe cup then hands it to Jesus.

Jesus reaches for the cup, but the Angel no | onger holds
it. H's hand is enpty. Then, slowy, the Angel's hand
reaches forward and lightly caresses the top of Jesus
head to confort him

JESUS
Your will be done. | only
ask for strength.

Jesus wipes the sweat and tears from his face and
| eaves.

CUT TGO
EXT. GETHSEMANE - N GHT

At the three-point rock Jesus finds Peter, Janes and
John fast asleep. John's head rests peacefully on his
brother's chest. Peter lies flat wth his arns
outstretched. Jesus is tenpted not to wake them

JESUS
(softly)
Coul dn't you stay awake
with me for just an hour?

Peter is the first to awake.

PETER
"' m sorry.

Jesus hears the sound of soldiers in the distance.

JESUS
It doesn't matter. It's
too | ate.

Jesus hears the evening nightingal e overheard. A feeling
of peace sweeps over him He smles at Janmes and John as
t hey awaken. (noving canera here to end of scene?)

Judas and a band of Romans and arned Tenple Cuards
carrying long torches burst into the clearing. Peter
pulls his dagger; Jesus pushes him back. Judas greets
hi s master.

JUDAS
VWl come, Rabbi .
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Judas kisses himfiercely on the nouth. Jesus gratefully
enbraces his faithful disciple. Tears stream down Judas'
cheek.

Peter attacks and slices off one of the Tenple Quard's
ears.

Jesus pushes Judas unwillingly away. He turns to Peter
touches the knife sinply (36 f.p.s.).

JESUS
No. You live by this, you
die by it.

The knife falls to the ground (36 f.p.s.). Two guards
grab Peter but he westles themoff and runs away. Jesus
picks up the severed ear (36 f.p.s.) and mracul ously
restores it to the Levite (36 f.p.s.).

JESUS
Wl cone. You're the
messengers of CGod. Let's

go.
CUT TGO

I NT. ANTONI A - DAY

Jesus again stands before Pilate. He is bloody, beaten,
exhausted fromlack of sleep. A clique of Tenple CGuards,
Phari sees and Sadducess stand in one corner of the hall.

Pl LATE
You' re back.
(pause)
Hel | o.
(pause)
So now you're a king. Is
that right?

Jesus stares at the sky.

Pl LATE
Don't look in the air.
Look at me. Answer ne. |
can crucify you. You know
that? Now... are you a
ki ng?

JESUS
Sonme say so.
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Pl LATE
Ah yes. Well last tine you
took that line with ne,
you fooled ne. | don't
like to be fool ed. What
you did in the tenple
makes it very clear.
You' re just another of
t hese religious
revol uti onari es maki ng
difficulties. You take the
people into the desert,
you tal k about God, | ove,
mercy and the new ki ngdom
but you're just the sane
as the Zealots. You al
prom se glory and bring
death. There's a new
Messi ah every week and a
new one dies every week
and Ronme conti nues.

JESUS
Remenber the statue. And
the stone. And the clay
f eet.

Pl LATE
How could | forget. Stil
t hi nk your ki ngdomw ||
repl ace Ronme?

JESUS
No. My kingdomis not on
earth.

Pl LATE
No, it wouldn't be. You're
alittle smarter than the
others. After all, what's
a revolution on earth
conpared to a revolution
in people' s hearts?

JESUS
It's a revolution that
will cone with | ove, not

by the sword.

99
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Pl LATE
Either way it's dangerous.
It's against Rone. It's
agai nst the way the world
is. And either way, |
don't care. Sword or |ove,
it's all the sanme. | don't
care how you want to
change things. W don't
want them changed. So you
know what has to happen.
We have a small space for
you up on Col gotha. Ri ght
next to the bones of your
predecessors. Three
t housand skulls there,
very likely nore by now.
Maybe you peopl e should go
out and count them
sonetime. Maybe then you'd
| earn your |esson. But
pr obably not.

Pilate | ooks over at the Phari sees and Sadducees.

Pl LATE
Do you gentl emen have
anyt hing to add?

SADDUCEE
We can't condone the
killing of any Jew. But
everything this man does
and everythi ng he says
could lead to revol ution.
We don't want revol ution.
Action agai nst a power
i ke Rone is hopeless. It
invites reprisals that
woul d nean the extinction
of the Jew sh people. It's
the death of one man
agai nst the death of
mllions. There's no
alternative for us.

PHARI SEE
Many of our own peopl e
believe this man i s being
pai d by Rome anyway.
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Pl LATE
Fine. It's agreed.
(to Jesus)
But just so people
appreci ate your rank,
we'll wite it all out for
them "King of the Jews."

CUT TGO
EXT. ANTONI A - DAY

Direct overhead angle: W see down a thick colum. Jesus
is tied to it, naked. (obscured nudity) He is scourged.

CUT TO

EXT. ANTONI A - LATER

Weakened, bloody, naked (obscured nudity), Jesus is
being swung by the armlike a rag doll into a solid wall
(pan). Coser, we see his face as it hits the wall
smashi ng his nose.
CUT TO
EXT. ANTONI A - LATER
Close of a crown of thorns (rather, a skullcap of them,
being hit onto his head with the broad edge of a sword.
CUT TO

EXT. ANTONI A - LATER

In the distance, Roman soldiers |ead Jesus onto the
bal cony overl ooking the tenple plaza and present himto
the awaiting nmob. His tunic is drenched with bl ood.

The crowd watching this cerenony is literally divided
against itself. Half is cheering and carousing, a real
lynch nob. The other half is angry and shouting to stop
the crucifixion. Soldiers nanage to contain these little
pockets of action.

PETER stands watching with his back pressed against a
wall. A BEGGAR turns to him
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BEGGAR
|"ve seen you. You're one
of his foll owers

PETER
No. It nust be sonebody
el se.

BEGGAR

No, it's you.

PETER
You don't know what you're
tal ki ng about.

Peter turns quickly and di sappears into the crowd.
CUT TO
EXT. JERUSALEM STREETS ( UNDERGROUND CI TY) - DAY

Peter is running down an alley when, turning a corner
he runs into Philip, also fleeing.

They don't even speak. After a fleeting recognition,
they sprint in opposite directions.

CUT TGO

EXT. JERUSALEM ( THE EXCAVATI ONS | N JERUSALEM AND
AVDAT) - DAY

Roman soldiers |ead Jesus through the peasant streets
outside Golgtha. The blood has dried on his tunic. He
still wears his thorny "crown."

The cross-bar Jesus carries scrapes alongside the walls
of the houses because the paths are extrenely narrow.
(high angle |ooking down on these open roofed dwellings
and the narrow passageways.) They are jamred with people
(36-48 f.p.s.). Men, wonen, children, (animals), in the
wi ndows and open doorways try to get a glinpse of Jesus.
The at nosphere has changed. Now it's just another show.
A multiple crucifixion: Laughter. Ridicule. Figs for
sale. Jesus weakens. He's knees buckle, the weight of
the cross-bar throws him off balance and he falls. A
Roman soldier pulls him back up by a rope around his
neck.
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W see close shots of people, their faces. Their eyes,
(36- 48 f.p.s.). Sonme turn away. Sone cry. Sone are
nocki ng. One wonman in a w ndow, her head covered with a
shawl , turns away (noving, 36-48 f.p.s.).

CUT TO
EXT. GOLGOTHA ( ADVAT) - DAY

ol gotha, the hill of the skull. The rocks are bl eached
white. There are many crosses, nost of them with no
cross-bars. Sone are sinply trees with no branches (see
DeMassi na) . One or two crosses Dbear hal f - eat en
deconposed corpses. On the ground, we see human skulls
and bones, skeletal arnms and hands m xed with the rocks.

A curious crowd has already assenbled at the crucifixion
site. Toward the rear, afraid to approach, Magdal ene,
Mary, Martha and Jesus' Mdther stand in a tight group.

The Romans bring Jesus to the peak of the hill and strip
him Two other crimnals are prepared for crucifixion

Jesus | ooks at the rough-hewn cross laid before him
(P.O V. nove in?). He searches the crowd.

JESUS (V.Q)
Mot her ? Magdal ene? \Were
are you?

He sees his Mdither and tries to gesture to her.

JESUS (V.Q)
(conti nui ng)
Forgive me for being a bad

son.

TWO SOLDI ERS grab Jesus by the arnmns:

FI RST SOLDI ER
Al right, You Mjesty, on
your throne.

They stretch Jesus out on the cross while slave |aborers
finish preparing the post hole for the cross.

JESUS (V.Q.)
Don't dessert ne here.
Don't | eave ne.
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The Soldiers place the crude spikes against Jesus'

wrists. The sound of METAL AGAI NST METAL rings out as
the hammer comes down. (see nail driven through from
behi nd wood).

A bloody mst sprays on Jesus' face. He grinmaces but
does not cry out.

Martha and the three Marys hide their faces. Near Jesus,
the other crimnals are being inpaled. (trees, see
DeMassi na)

The Romans fasten ropes around Jesus' arns. The spikes
al one will not support his weight.

It takes three soldiers to hoist Jesus' cross upright.
Now, suddenly, he is above the masses. Al of Jerusal em
is within view

Hs body jars in to place. The pain is excruciating. His
fellow crimnals how in agony.

Jesus surveys the nob: a sea of hostile faces. He finds
Magdal ene, Mary, Martha and his Mdther standing
t oget her.

The Sadducees are satisfied; the Romans are conpl acent.
Groups of townspeople and school boys point out the
sufferings of the condemmed nen

JESUS (V.QO)
(conti nui ng)
Fat her, forgive them

The sky changes color. A fierce wind blows across the
rocky hill.

Withing on the cross, Jesus |ooks to heaven and
Screans:

JESUS
Eli, Ei...

CUT TO
EXT. GOLGOTHA - DAY
The sky turns a pleasant pale blue. Jesus |ooks up at

the thick white cunul ous clouds floating on the horizon.
Birds sing in the distance.
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He thinks: Am | dead? No, the crowd is still there,
SILENT. On either side of Jesus, his fellow crimnals
withe in silent agony.

An ol d man appears before him standing.

JESUS
Who are you?

The nman does not answer.

JESUS
Are you ny father?

ANGEL
No, but | was sent by him
" mthe angel who guards
you.

He is now cl oser to Jesus.

ANGEL
Your father is the God of
Mercy, not punishnment. He
saw you and said, 'Aren't
you his Guardi an Angel ?
Well, go down and save
him He's suffered
enough.' Renenber when he
told Abrahamto sacrifice
his son? Just as Abraham
lifted his knife, God
saved |Isaac. If he saved
Abrahani s son, don't you
think he'd want to save
his own? He tested you,
and he's pl eased. He
doesn't want your bl ood.
He said, "Let himdie in a
dream But |et himhave
his life." Cone with ne.

JESUS
Al this pain is a dreanf

ANGEL
Just a dream

In three separate shots, the Angel takes out the nails
in Jesus' body.
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First, the Angel extracts the nail in the feet, then
ki sses the wound, stopping the flow of bl ood.

Then, the Angel does the sanme to the |eft hand.
Then, the sane is done on the right hand.

In a nmonent Jesus and the Guardi an Angel are standing at
the foot of the cross. They pass through the silent
crowd wunnoticed. Jesus |ooks over his shoulder: his
cross is enpty. He begins to understand.

JESUS
| don't have to be
sacrificed.

ANGEL
No. No you don't.

Jesus smles. This is finally the answer he's been
waiting for. He is free of Cod.

JESUS
"' m not the Messiah.
ANGEL
No. No you're not.
JESUS
Thank God.
They start to walk away fromthe cross down the hill. W
still see the crucifixion site in the background.
JESUS

VWhat about all the others?

ANCGEL
Don't | ook behind, God
gave you the gift of life.
Look ahead.

JESUS
But what about the people?
What will happen?

ANCGEL
They can see you
crucified. O they'll see

you dead. O they can see
you any way they want.
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JESUS
VWhat happens |ater if they
see nme alive?

ANGEL
They' Il see any one you
want themto see. Even
you. If you want.

JESUS
Where are the disciples?

ANGEL
Oh, they were frightened
and ran away.

EXT. JUDEAN COUNRYSI DE - DAY

They wal k through the pleasant
is quiet,

Valley. A
envel ops them

Ahead (possibly in a wooded area),

JESUS
Is this the Kingdom of God
| spoke about?

ANGEL
(1 aughi ng)
No, this is earth.

JESUS
Wiy has it changed so
much?

ANGEL
It hasn't changed, you
have. Now, you can see its
real beauty. Harnony
bet ween the earth and the
heart, that's the Ki ngdom
of Heaven. Maybe you'l
find this hard to believe.
But we angel s often | ook
down on man and envy you.

| andscape of
peaceful. A |ight

107

CUT TGO

the Jordan
nor ni ng fog

Jesus sees a group in

cerenponial dress. Virgins dressed in white, nerchants
carrying incense and gifts,
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JESUS
VWhat is this?

ANGEL
A weddi ng cerenony.

JESUS
Who's getting married?

ANGEL
You are.

Mary Magdal ene, dressed in white, steps from the group.
Jesus' face bursts into a smle. He rushes into her
arns.

JESUS
What's wong? Wiy are you
crying?

MAGDALENE

" m t hanking God for
bri ngi ng you here.

He hol ds her tight.
CUT TO
EXT. JUDEAN HOUSE - NI GHT

A small hut in wooded are. Moonlight shimrers off the
river and a fog filters through the wooded ar ea.

The Guardi an Angel sits on a stool in front of the door.
CUT TO
| NT. JUDEAN HOUSE - NI GHT

Jesus and Magdal ene nmeke | ove on blankets spread over
straw.

He kisses her breasts, her lips. He kisses her abdonen
bel ow the navel, taking in the sweat and scent of her
body as he did the soil in Gethsenmane.

MAGDAL ENE
We can have a chil d.

JESUS
Yes.
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Jesus continues ki ssing her body.

The Guardi an Angel steps into the darkened room stands
over their bed and makes a strange sign in the air that
may be a bl essing.

ANGEL
Bl ess you, children.

They look at him for a brief nonent, then resune
ki ssing. The Angel wthdraws quietly to a corner and
sits, guarding.

CUT TGO
EXT. JUDEAN HOUSE - DAY

The house shows sign of donestication. Magdal ene sits
outside in the sun. She is several nonths pregnant.

She sits with her back to the canera, very nuch in the
manner of Lazarus in a previous scene. The canera
dollies in. She turns and snil es.

A shadow of a hand falls down across her face and bosom
onto her belly.

MAGDAL ENE
Death is kind.

Her own hands hug her stomach lightly as she starts to
fall over. She dies as if she's gone to sl eep.

CUT TGO
EXT. JUDEAN HOUSE - DAY

Jesus' face in grief. He's kneeling over the body of
Magdal ene.

JESUS
Magdal ene. .

The Angel cones into the frame. Jesus gets up and grabs
an ax. The Angel stops him

ANCGEL
Where are you goi ng?

Jesus doesn't answer but starts to walk - determ ned.
The Guardi an Angel calls after him
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Who are you going to kill,

Jesus?

Jesus keeps wal ki ng.

God. Are you going to kill

God?

Jesus stops and | ooks back.

It was God who killed her.

ANGEL

ANGEL

ANGEL

110

The G@uardian Angel holds himin his arnms and caresses

his hair and shoul ders as he | eads hi m away.

ANGEL
God took her at the height
of her happi ness.

she's i mort

al . She won't

Now

see her | ove fade or her

fl esh rot away. Can she be
happier? | was there the
whol e tinme he was killing
her and | saw what

happened.

They sit on a bench near the house.

But it wasn'

JESUS

t right...

wasn't right for himto

kill her.

ANGEL

You didn't question God

when he let you live.
can't question why he |et
her die. Be patient.
in God's way. Listen,

one wonan exists in the

wor | d, one woman wi th many
faces. This one falls,

next one gets up. Mary
Magdal ene di ed, Mary,

Lazarus' sister

lives.

She's Magdal ene with a

different face.
carrying your greatest joy
Your son.

i nsi de her.
with ne.

She' s

it

You
Trust

only

t he

Cone
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The Guardi an Angel helps Jesus to his feet. They exit
frame.

CUT TGO

EXT. MARY AND MARTHA' S HOUSE - NI GHT

W are noving in to a close view of their doorway,
Jesus' and the Guardian Angel's P.O V. as they approach

ANGEL (V.Q.)
This is the way the Savi or
conmes: gradually - from
enbrace to enbrace - from
son to son. This is the
road.

JESUS (V.Q)
| understand. ..

Mart ha enters the doorway, | ooks out and sees them

MARTHA
Ch, Mary | ook!

Mary joins her in the doorway. Both wonmen wear bl ack, as
do nost people in these Bethany scenes.

CUT TGO
| NT. MARY AND MARTHA' S HOUSE - NI GHT
Jesus enters. The Guardi an Angel remains outside.
Mary touches Jesus' chest.

MARY
Rabbi, | want to see if
it's really you

MARTHA
It's real flesh - |ike us.
Don't you see? And | ook,
t here's a shadow on our
door st ep.

Jesus turns and goes to the doorway. From outside, over
the Guardian Angel's shoul der, we see Jesus approach.
Mary and Martha remain in the background.
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JESUS
(to Guardian
Angel )
Cone in.
ANGEL
Cone here.

Jesus |l eans forward to |isten.

ANGEL
Master, |'msorry about
Magdal ene. 1"l never

| eave you al one agai n.

"1l always protect you. |
don't want you to take the
wrong road agai n and get

| ost.

Mart ha wal ks over to them

MARTHA
You nust be hungry. 1'11
cook for you and your
friend.

The Angel goes into the hone with them

CUT TGO
| NT MARY AND MARTHA' S HOUSE - NI GHT (LATER)

They all sit around the fire. Jesus cleans his bowl wth
a piece of bread. He smles at Mary.

MARTHA
Rabbi, | |ike your friend.

JESUS

(expansi ve)
Not hi ng was enough for ne
before. And now | ook at
this. Can you believe it?
A smal|l house is big
enough for me, sone bread,
sone friends. |'m not
going to fight with God
anynore. |I'mnot going to
build crosses anynore. |'m
going to build cradles and
beds.
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Mary reaches out to touch Jesus. He takes her hand.
Martha, noticing this, gets up and | eaves quietly. Mry
and Jesus enbrace. The Angel watches.

CUT TO
EXT. MARY AND MARTHA' S - DAY

Years have passed. An ol der Jesus sits out front hew ng
a chair. Two children play nearby.

ANGEL
Are you satisfied with nme?
Do you have any
conpl ai nts?

Jesus stops working, sets the chair on its' side.

JESUS
None.
(pause)
| " m ashanmed when | think
of it.

ANGEL
O what ?

JESUS
VWhat a twisted road | took
to find God.

ANGEL
Don't worry. | won't |eave
you. | like you.

Jesus rests in the sunlight. Martha wal ks over to them
She has been washi ng cl ot hes.

JESUS
Were's Mary?

MARTHA
In the olive groves. She
won't be back until this
eveni ng.

Mart ha pauses a nonent, then takes Jesus' hand.

MARTHA
(conti nui ng)
Let's go inside. It's too
hot out here.
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Mart ha goes i nsi de.

MARTHA
Cone insi de.

Jesus | ooks towards Martha, then the Guardi an Angel .
ANGEL
There's only one wonan in

the worl d. Go inside.

Jesus st ands.

JESUS
(to the Guardian
Angel )

Watch the children
The Angel smles as Jesus enters the house.
CUT TO
EXT. BETHANY - DAY

Years have passed. Jesus and Martha return from the
market with four of their children, ages two through
ten. Jesus carries the youngest, who is |aughing, under
his arm like a bundle. The Guardian Angel walks wth
t hem

Ahead, Mary sits in front of the house repairing a
dress. Two girls play with straw dolls in the dirt
besi de her.

The two youngest children, boys, race toward Mary. One
snatches a doll from one of the girls as they race off
again. Mary scolds them as they go.

From the distance, we hear the SOUND of soneone
preaching in the townsquare. The voice attracts Jesus
attention. He calls to his eldest son.

JESUS
Don't forget to thank God
for the food and nake sure
you save me SOne.

ANGEL
Aren't you going to
di nner?
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"1l be back soon. | want
to hear what he's sayi ng.
ANGEL
You don't have to go
t here. ..
They wal k of f, arguing in a friendly way.
CUT TO
EXT. TOMNSQUARE - DAY
Paul - who we recognize as the Zealot Saul who killed
Lazarus - preaches to a handful of villagers. Standing
straight, radiating confidence, he speaks wth the

evangelistic fervor of a born-again Christian.

PAUL
| used to be a sinner. The

wor st si nner.

di d

everyt hing. Wored, drank,
murdered. | killed anyone
who vi ol ated the Law of

Mbses. Then,

was struck

by a burning Iight and a
voice called to ne, ' Saul,
why are you persecuting
me? Wiy are you agai nst
me?' 'Who are you?'

said. 'Jesus,"

t he voice

said, and he gave ne ny
sight. | opened ny eyes
and | was baptized and

becane Paul .

bring the

good news to every

country.

Jesus cones cl oser, the Angel

by his side.

PAUL
| bring this news. About
Jesus of Nazareth. He
wasn't the son of Mary, he
was the son of God. His
not her was a virgin. The

angel Gabri el

cane to

earth and put God's seed
in her wonb. That's how he

was bor n.
( MORE)
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PAUL ( CONT' D)
He took on our sins, he
was tortured, crucified -
but three days | ater he
rose again and was taken
up to heaven. Death was
conquer ed, praise God!
Deat h was conquered, sins
were forgiven and the
Ki ngdom of Heaven's now
open to everyone.

Jesus can restrain hinself no |onger. He calls out:

JESUS
Did you ever see this
resurrected Jesus of
Nazareth? | mean, with
your own eyes?

PAUL
No. But | saw a blinding
flash of light and I heard
his voi ce.

JESUS
You're a liar!

PAUL
Hi s disciples saw him
They were hiding in an
attic with the doors
| ocked when suddenly he
appeared. Only one,
Thomas, wasn't convinced
but he put his fingers in
hi s wounds and gave Jesus
sonme fish, which he ate.

JESUS
Li ar!
(to people
around hinm
He's a |iar!

D sgusted, Jesus turns and walks away. H's angel
fol |l ows.

In the background, Paul cones after him
Jesus feels Paul's footsteps drawing closer. He's about

to expl ode. Suddenly, he turns on his heel, grabs Paul
by the shoul ders and shakes himviolently.
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JESUS

(conti nui ng)
You're a liar! |I'm Jesus
of Nazareth. | was never
crucified. | never cane
back fromthe dead. |'ma
man |i ke everyone el se.
Why are you spreadi ng
t hese lies?

ANGEL
Qui et.

PAUL
What are you tal king
about ?

JESUS

|'"'mthe son of Mary and
Joseph, who preached in
Gal il ee. Janes and John,
the sons of Zebedee, were
nmy disciples. W marched
on Jerusal em they brought
me before Pilate, but God
saved ne.

Jesus' Angel doesn't like this conversation; he tugs
violently at his sleeve. Jesus shoves him aside. Paul
t akes Jesus around a corner where they won't be seen.

PAUL
No he didn't!

JESUS
Now I live |like a man. |
have a famly. | eat,

wor k, have children. Do
you understand what |'m
sayi ng? Don't go around
the worl d spreading these
i es about ne.

(shout s)
Because, I'Ill tell
everyone the truth.

Now it's Paul's turn to expl ode.
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PAUL
Look around you! Look at
t hese people. Do you see
the suffering and
unhappi ness in this worl d?
Their only hope is the
Resurrected Jesus. | don't
care whether you're Jesus
or not. The Resurrected
Jesus will save the
world - that's what
matters.

JESUS
The world can't be saved
by Iies.

PAUL
| created the truth. |
make it out of |onging and
faith. | don't struggle to
find truth - 1 build it.
If it's necessary to
crucify you to save the
world, then I'Il crucify
you. And I'Ill resurrect
you too, whether you Ilike
it or not.

JESUS
| won't let you. I'll tel
everyone the truth.

PAUL

Shout all you want. Who'll
bel i eve you? You started
all this, nowit can't be
stopped. The faithful wll
grab you and call you a

bl asphener and throw you
inafire.

JESUS
No, that woul dn't happen.

PAUL
How do you know? You don't
know how nuch peopl e need
God.
( MORE)
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PAUL ( CONT' D)
You don't know what a | oy
it is to hold the cross,
to put hope in the hearts
of nmen, to suffer, to be
killed - all for the sake
of Christ. Jesus Christ.
Jesus of Nazareth, Son of
God. Messi ah.

Jesus is listening intently now.

PAUL

(conti nui ng)
Not you. Not for your
sake.

(pause)
I"mglad | net you. Now
can forget you. My Jesus
is much nore powerful

Paul returns to the townsquare to preach. Jesus,
exhausted, dazed, starts back toward his house. The
Guardi an Angel faithfully foll ows.

CUT TGO
EXT HOUSE - DAY

At the house, Mary and Martha wait for him Jesus
enbraces them H's Angel takes his hand. Jesus turns to
his "famly."

JESUS
Don't ever leave ne. |I'm
happy here.

CUT TO
EXT. MARY AND MARTHA' S - DAY

Jesus, now in his 50's, sits in the vine arbor beside
the house. His Guardian Angel, unchanged by tine, sits
beside him Jesus turns to him

JESUS
Renmenber when Mary and |
pl anted these vines - how
many years have we been
eating these grapes?
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ANGEL
| don't renenber.

JESUS
(reflecting)
In my hands her hair
becanme white... Mary,
white... in nmy hands...
she becane white.

ANGEL
You know, this will all
have to pass soon.

JESUS
VWy? Are you | eaving nme?

ANGEL
Yes. W have to go on.
You' ve grown ol d. You' ve
done well. W' ve both done
wel | .

The Angel 1ooks at Jesus who has suddenly aged to his
80's. Jesus does not react to this transfornmation.

Now SOUNDS of yelling and screamng cone from the
street. A woman's WAIL pierces the air. Jesus and the
Angel turn to | ook

Mary and Martha, aged simlarly, rush from the house
Jesus and the Angel stand.

JESUS
VWhat is it?

MARTHA
They' re burning Jerusal em
The city is destroyed.

MARY
The Romans are killing
everyone.

Jesus takes them by their arns.

JESUS
Let's go inside.
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They go inside, but Jesus peers out the entrance. W see
peopl e running away. CAMERA tilts up to the sky, which
is red fromthe flames of Jerusalem (SPECI AL EFFECT).

CUT TO
I NT. MARY AND MARTHA' S - NI GHT

Jesus lies dying. He is facing the entrance, in which we
can see glimers of the still-burning sky.

Mary and Martha stand close around him Jesus is in no
pain. He seens to be at peace.

Suddenly loonming in the entranceway, silhouetted agai nst
the red sky, is the figure of an old man. He starts down
the few stone steps into the room where Jesus lies. He
is followed by tw other nen. The Guardian Angel
recogni zes theminstantly and starts toward them

PETER
Let us through. W' re sent
by God.
(to Jesus)

He told us you woul d show
yourself to us. He said
you were dying.

JESUS
Is that Peter? | can't
tell. That is Peter. What
happened to you?

PETER
The years.
JESUS
The years?
(he points)
This one | know. No matter
how ol d you get, | know.

This is Philip. You were
t he best of all shepherds,
because you had no sheep.
They were all in your
head.

PHI LI P
Have | changed so little
inall this time?
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JESUS
Only for the better,
hope.

Jesus points to the nutilated man standing next to
Peter. The man's face is a mask of injury: he is m ssing
hi s nose, and one eye, and one ear.

JESUS
And you? They cut out your
eye, your ear. Your

face... who are you?

JOHN

(bows)

Rabbi .

JESUS
John!

JOHN
The Romans tortured ne and
cut away ny face. | saw
Jerusal em burn. | saw the

Ark of the Covenant taken
fromthe tenple.

JESUS
The ark?

PHI LI P
The Tenpl e' s destroyed,
just as you predicted.

PETER
There's sonebody el se.
Qut si de.

PH LI P
H myou' Il know Be
careful, he's still angry.

Judas is silhouetted in the entranceway.

JESUS
Judas!
(Judas doesn't
answer)
Judas, cone in. Do you
hear nme? |1've m ssed you
so nuch.
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Now Judas advances sl owy.

PETER
He hears you. He's just
not going to say anyt hing.

JOHN
He's been fighting in
Jerusalem Look at his

hands. There's still bl ood
on t hem
PHI LI P
(war ni ng

protectively)
Judas. . .

The ot her disciples stand up.

PETER
(reprimandi ng)
Judas, the Master is
speaki ng to you. Answer

hi m
_ JUDAS
Traitor!
Everyone freezes.
JUDAS

Traitor. Your place was on
the cross. That's where
God put you. But when
death got too cl ose you
ran away, you got scared
and ran away and hid
yourself in the life of
sone... man. We did what
we were supposed to do.
You didn't. You're a

cowar d.

PETER
Don't you have any
respect.

JUDAS

For hinf? He was supposed
to save man. But all he
did is save hinself.
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JESUS
No. You just don't
under st and. . .

JUDAS
Under st and? Rabbi, you
broke ny heart. Sonetines
| curse the day | ever net
you. W held the world in
our hands. Renenber what
you said to ne? You took
me in your armnms, do you
remenber? And you begged
me. "Betray nme, betray ne.
| have to be crucified. I
have to be resurrected to
save the world."

The wounds in Jesus' hands and feet begin to bleed.

JUDAS

(conti nui ng)
"I amthe lanb," you said.
"Death is the door. Judas,
my brother, don't be
afraid. Help nme go through
the door." And | | oved you
so nuch | went and
betrayed you. But you...
you... what are you doi ng
here? What busi ness do you
have here? Wth wonen
with children... what's
good for a man isn't good
enough for God. Wy
weren't you crucified?

Judas is crying.

PETER
Look at his wounds, Judas.
He's bl eeding. You're
hurting him that's
enough.

JUDAS
He was going to be the New
Covenant. Now there's no
nore |srael.
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JESUS

But ny CGuardi an Angel ...
JUDAS

Your Q@uradi an Angel! Look

at him

All their eyes turn to the Guardian Angel. As they watch
he transforns into a death figure in a black nonk's
habi t .

JUDAS
Sat an.

Judas | ooks back at Jesus.

JUDAS
If you die this way, you
die like a man. If you die
i ke that, you deny GCod.
Your Father. Then there's
no sacrifice. Then there's
no sal vati on.

Jesus | ooks over at Mary and Martha, then back at the
di sci pl es. They have di sappear ed.

He |ooks again, and for the last tine, at My and
Mart ha. Now t hey are gone too.

He is left alone in the roomwith the death figure.

DEATH FI GURE
| told you we woul d neet
agai n.

Jesus starts to try to pull hinmself up off the floor.
The death figure stands in front of him

DEATH FI GURE
There's not hing you can
do. You lived this life.
You accepted it. It's over
now. Just finish it and
die like a man.

But Jesus starts to crawl across the fl oor.

He crawl s past the death figure, who watches, turning to
see Jesus | eave through the entranceway.

CUT TO
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EXT. MARY AND MARTHA' S - NI GHT

Jesus crawls into the deserted street. The village is
still.

There is a red glow in the distance: Jerusalem is
bur ni ng.

He surveys the enpty street. Blood still stains his
hands and feet.

The old man gets on his hands and knees in the m ddl e of
the road. He lifts his head toward heaven.

JESUS
Abba, father, will you
still listen to ne? Are
you still there? WIIl you

listen to a selfish
unfaithful son? | fought
you when you called. |
resisted. | thought | knew
nore. | didn't want to be
your son. Can you forgive
me? | didn't fight hard
enough. | want to take
your hand; | want to save
nmy fellow nmen. Father,
take me back. Make a
feast. Welconme ne hone. |
want to be your son. |
want to pay the price. |
want to be crucified and
rise again. | want to be
t he Messi ah.

CUT TGO
EXT. GOLGOTHA - DAY

Jesus is back on the cross, 37 years before. The CAMERA
tracks rapidly up his side stopping on his face.

He has regained his 33 year-old Nazarene form

Al that we have seen since he last cried out in pain
has taken place inside a second. He finished his cry.

JESUS
| ama sabacht hani
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Jesus | ooks around, realizes where he is. The past
thirty-seven years have been a dream He has resisted
the last tenptation. He | ooks to heaven and says:

JESUS
It is finished.

THE END



